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M.1O. JlepmoHTOB

[epoii Halero BpeMeHu

YACTD IIEPBAA

Bana

S exan Ha nepexyaaHbix U3 Tudnuca. Bes nmoknaxka Moel TENEXKH COCTOsIA U3 OJHOTO
HEOOJIBIIOr0 YeMOJaHa, KOTOPBIM 10 MOJOBUHBI ObUT HaOMT IyTEBBIMHU 3amuckaMu o ['pys3um.
Bonpiiasg yacTe M3 HUX, K CUACTUIO JUIsl Bac, MOTEPsSHA, @ YEMOJAH C OCTaJbHBIMU BeLlaMH,
K CHACTBIO ISl MEHS, OCTAJICS LIE.

V3K COJIHIIE HAUMHAJIO MPSATATHCS 32 CHETOBOW XpebeT, Koraa s Bbexan B Koifmaypckyio
noauHy. OCeTHH-U3BO34YMK HEYTOMHMMO IOTOHAJ JolIajeid, 4Tod ycreTb JO HOYM B300paThbCs
Ha Koiimaypckyto ropy, u Bo Bce ropio pacneBan necHu. CinaBHoe mecto 3ta foauHa! Co Beex
CTOPOH T'Opbl HEMIPUCTYIIHBIE, KPACHOBATHIE CKaJlbl, OOBELIAHHBIE 3€JICHBIM IUIIOLIOM U yBEHYaH-
Hble KylaMH YUHAp, >KEITble OOpBIBBI, MCUCPUYCHHbIC NMPOMOMHAMH, @ TaM BBICOKO-BBICOKO
30710Tasi 6axpoMa CHEroB, a BHU3Y Aparsa, OOHSBIINCH C APYTrol O€3bIMEHHON PEUYKOM, IITYMHO
BBIPBIBAIOLIEHCS U3 YEPHOTO, TIOJTHOTO MIJIOKO YIIEIbs, THETCS CepeOPSHOI0 HUTHIO U CBEPKAET,
KaK 3Mesl CBOECIO YEIIYElO.

ITonwvexas k nonomse Koiimaypckoid ropbl, Mbl OCTAaHOBWJIMCH BO3JI€ AyxaHa. TyT Tosmnu-
JIOCh IIYMHO JI€CSITKA JjBa I'PY3HH M TOPLEB; MOOIM30CTH KapaBaH BEpOJIIOJJOB OCTAHOBUIICS JUIS
HowiIera. Sl noymkeH ObUT HaHATH OBIKOB, YTOO BTAIUTh MOIO TEJIEKKY Ha ATy MPOKIATYIO TOpY,
IIOTOMY 4YTO ObLIA YK€ OCEHb U TOJIOJIEANLIA, — & 3TA TOpa UMEET OKOJIO IBYX BEPCT JUIMHBI.

Heudero nenath, s1 HaHsUT IeCTh OBIKOB M HECKOJIBKMX OceTuH. OIMH M3 HUX B3BaJWI cebe
Ha IJIeYd MO YeMOJiaH, APyThe CTalu IOMoraTh ObIKaM MOYTH OJHUM KPHUKOM.

3a MO€I0 TENEeKKOI0 YeTBEpPKa OBIKOB TalIHJIa APYTYIO KaK HU B 4YeM HE ObIBAJIO, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OHa Oblja JOBEpXY HakIaJeHa. DTO 00CTOATENbCTBO MEHS yAMBWIIO. 3a HEIO LIEN ee
XO35IMH, TTOKYpHBasi U3 MaJICHbKOI KabapAMHCKO# TpyOouku, o0aenaHHON B cepeOpo. Ha Hem
OblT ouIIepCKUil CIOPTYK O€3 3MOJeT W YepKecckas MoxHartas Immanka. OH Ka3ajics JIeT ISITH-
JIECSTH; CMYTJIBII I[BET JIMIIA €T0 MOKa3bIBaJl, YTO OHO JABHO 3HAKOMO C 3aKaBKa3CKHM COJIHIIEM,
U NPEKACBPEMEHHO IOCEJEBIINE YCbl HE COOTBETCTBOBAIM €r0 TBEPIOW MOXOAKE U 00IpoMy
Buay. S monomien K HEMy M TMOKIOHWJCS: OH MoJida OTBEYaJl MHE Ha IOKJIOH U IyCTHJI
OTPOMHBIN KITyO JbIMA.

— MbI ¢ BaMM IOy TYUKH, KaxkeTcs?

OH MoJ4a ONsITh MOKJIOHUJICS.

— Bs1, BepHo, enere B CtaBpomnois?

— Taxk-c To4HO... ¢ Ka3€HHBIMH BELIaAMU.

— CxkaxxuTte, NoXalylicTa, OTYEro TO Ballly TSDKEIYIO TEIEKKY YeThlpe OblKa TaIaT HIyTs,
a MOI0, ITyCTYIO, IIECTh CKOTOB €/[Ba IIOJIBUTAIOT C TOMOIIBIO ITUX OCETHUH?

OH nyKaBo yJBIOHYJICSA ¥ 3HAYUTEIBHO B3IJIAHYJ Ha MEHSL.

— Bp#I1, BepHo, HegaBHO Ha KaBkaze?

— Cron, — oTBeyarn .

OH ynbpIOHYJICS BTOPUYHO.

— A 4o X?

— Jla Tak-c! Yxacueie Oectun 3TH azuathl! Bel gymaere, OHM MOMOTarT, YTO KpUYaT?
A dept ux pazbeper, UTO OHU KpuuaT? BBIKH-TO MX MOHMMAIOT; 3alPATUTE XOTh JIBAALATh, TaK
KOJIM OHU KPUKHYT IO-CBOEMY, OBIKM BC€ HU C MECTA... Y>KAaCHbIE IUTYThl! A 4TO C HHUX BO3b-
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Menib?.. JIFoOST NeHbru apaTh ¢ MPOe3KaMmuX... M30amoBann MOIIEHHUKOB! YBUIUTE, OHH €I1Ie
C BaC BO3bMYT Ha BOJKY. YK sl UX 3HAI0, MEHS HE MPOBEAYT!

— A BBI JaBHO 3/1€CH CIIyKUTE?

— Jla, 5 YK 37€Ch CIIyKi pu Astekcee ITeTpoBHue |, — OTBEYAN OH, MPHOCAHUBIIICH. —
Korna on npuexan Ha JIuauio, s ObUT HOANOPYUHUKOM, — TPUOABUII OH, — U TIPU HEM TOJIYYHUII Ba
YUHA 32 Jiea MPOTUB TOPLIEB.

— A Temnepb BbI?..

— Tenepb cunTalOCh B TPETHEM JIMHEHHOM OaTaiboHE. A BbI, CMEIO CIIPOCUTH?..

S ckazan emy.

Pa3roBop 3THM KOHYMIICS, XU MBI IPOJOJIKAIN MOJIYa UATH ApYT noasie apyra. Ha Bepuimne
ropsl HalUIM Mbl cHer. COJTHIE 3aKaTHIIOCh, U HOYb MOCIIE0Baja 3a THEM 0e3 MPOMEeKyTKa, KakK
9TO OOBIKHOBEHHO OBIBAaET Ha IOTE; HO O1aromaps OTIWBY CHETOB MBI JIETKO MOTJIA Pa3IU4aTh
Jopory, KOTopasi BCce ellle LuIa B Topy, XOTs YK€ He Tak KpyTo. Sl Besien MoJIOKUTh YeMOJaH
CBOM B TENEXKKY, 3aMCHHUTH OBIKOB JIOIIAIFMHU U B TIOCTIEAHMIA pa3 OTJSHYJICS Ha JOJHUHY; HO TyC-
TOM TyMaH, HaXJbIHYBIIMK BOJIHAMHU U3 YILIEJIU, TOKPHIBAJ €€ COBEPUICHHO, HU €IUHBINA 3BYK
HE JIoJieTa] y)Ke OTTyAa M0 Hamiero cimyxa. OCeTHHBI MIyMHO OOCTYNWIM MEHS U TpeOoBaiu
Ha BOJIKY; HO mTa0C-KaluTaH TaK IPO3HO HA HUX MPUKPUKHYJ, YTO OHU BMUT pa30exKancCh.

— Benp atakuii Hapoa! — cka3an oH, — U XJieba MO-pyCCKH HA3BaTh HE YMEET, & BBIYUHII:
«Odwunep, mait Ha BOAKY!» Y3k TaTapsl 110 MHE JIYUIIIE: T€ XOTh HETBIOIIHE. ..

Jlo cTaHIIMU OCTaBaNIOCh €IIe ¢ BepcTy. KpyroM ObLIO THXO, TaK THXO, YTO MO KYXIKaHUIO
KOMapa MOXHO ObLIO CJleIuTh 3a ero mnoseroMm. HameBo uepHeno riay0okoe yIienbe; 3a HUM
U BIIEpEU HAC TEMHO-CHHHE BEPUIMHBI TOp, U3PHIThIE MOPIIUHAMH, MOKPBITHIE CIOSIMU CHETa,
pHrcoBaIuCh Ha OJeTHOM HEOOCKIIOHE, €IIe COXPaHIBIIEM IMOCIeAHIN 0TOIecK 3apu. Ha TemHOM
HeOe HAYMHATU MEJbKaTh 3BE3JIbl, U CTPAHHO, MHE TOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHO TOpa3[0 BHIIIE, YeM
y Hac Ha ceBepe. [lo 06euM cTopoHaM AOPOTrH TOpYANIM TOJIble, YepHbIEe KaMHU; KOH-Te U3-110]1
CHETa BBHITTISABIBATIM KYCTAPHHUKH, HO HU OJIMH CYXOW JIMCTOK HE IIEBEIHIICS, W BeceJIo ObLIO
CHIBIIIATH CPENIU 3TOT'0 MEPTBOTO CHA MPHUPOABI (PhIPKAHBE YCTAION MOYTOBOM TPOMKU U HEPOB-
HOE MOOPSKUBAHBE PYCCKOTO KOJIOKOIhUUKA.

— 3aBTpa Oyxaer cmaBHas moroma! — ckasan s. IllltaGc-kanmuTaH HE OTBEYanl HU CIIOBA
Y yKa3all MHE MaJblEeM Ha BBICOKYIO TOpY, OJHUMABIIYIOCS MPSMO IPOTUB HAC.

— YT0 % 3TO? — COPOCHIT 1.

— I'ya-ropa.

— Hy Tak uro x?

— IlocMmoTpute, Kak KypuTcs.

N B camom nene, I'yn-ropa xypuiach; 1mo 00kaMm ee TMOJI3aJIM JIETKHE CTPYHKH 00JIaKoB,
a Ha BEpIIMHE Jie)Kalla YepHasl Ty4a, Takas 4YepHasi, 4YTO Ha TEMHOM HeOe OHa Ka3ajach MSATHOM.

V3K MBI paznuyaiy MOYTOBYIO CTaHIIMIO, KPOBJIM OKPY>KAIOUIMX €€ CakJIeW, U Mmepea HaMu
MEJbKAJId TPUBETHBIE OTOHbKHU, KOT/Ia TMaxXHyJ CBIPOHM, XOJOJHBIA BeTep, YIIENIbe 3aryaeno
U TIouIes1 MenKui 10k ab. EfBa ycnen st HakuHyTh OypKy, Kak MoBaJIni CHET. 5l ¢ 6iaroroBeHreM
NOCMOTpEN Ha MTa0C-KaluTaHa. ..

— Hawm npunercs 3nech HoueBaTh, — CKa3aj OH € J10CaI0l0, — B TAKyl0 METENb Yepe3 rophbl
He nepeeens. Uto? OputH 16 00Basbl Ha KpecToBoi? — cripocuil OH M3BO3YHKA.

— He 6»1510, TOCTIONIMH, — OTBEYAT OCETHH-U3BO3YHK, — & BUCUT MHOT'O, MHOTO.

3a HEeMMEHUEM KOMHATBI JJIsSl MPOE3KAIOMIUX HA CTAHI[MU, HAM OTBEJIM HOWIET B JBIMHOU
cakJje. Sl mpuriacui cBOero CyTHHUKa BBIMMUTH BMECTE CTaKaH yas, W00 co MHOM ObUT YyTyHHBIN
YallHUK — €IMHCTBEHHAsl 0Tpajia MOsl B myTemiecTBUsX 1o Kaskasy.

Cakiis Obl1a mpuUsIeTieHa OJHUM OOKOM K CKajle; TPU CKOJIb3KHE, MOKpBIE CTYIEHU BEJH
K ee nBepu. OILIynbI0 BOILIET 51 U HATKHYJICS Ha KOPOBY (XJIEB Y 3THUX JIIOJEH 3aMEHsIET JaKeu-
CKY10). Sl He 3HaJ, KyJia 1eBaThCs: TYT OJICIOT OBIBI, TaM BOPUYUT cobaka. K cuacTeio, B cTOpoHE

! Epmonose. (Ipum. FO. Jlepmonmosa.)
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OJIECHYJT TYCKJIBIA CBET M MOMOT MHE HAWTH JPYyroe OTBEpCTHE HamoaoOue aBepu. TyT OTKPHI-
Jach KapTUHA JOBOJIbHO 3aHMMATENbHAs: IIUPOKasl Cakiisl, KOTOPOM KpblIlla ONMUpaiach Ha JiBa
3aKOMYCHHBIC CTOJI0A, ObuTa MmonHa Hapopda. [locepeamHe Tpemian OrOHEK, pas3IOKCHHBIM Ha
3eMIie, ¥ JIbIM, BBITAIKHBACMbBI OOpPaTHO BETPOM U3 OTBEPCTHUS B KPBIIIE, PACCTHIIAICS BOKPYT
TaKOW T'yCTOM TEJICHOI0, YTO 51 IOJITO HE MOT OCMOTPETHCS; Y OTHSI CUCIH JIBE CTaPyXH, MHOXKE-
CTBO JIETe M OJWH XYAOUIaBBIA TPY3UH, BCE B JIOXMOThsIX. Hedero ObLIO JenaTh, Mbl IPUIOTH-
JIUCh y OTHS, 3aKYPUJIN TPYOKHU, U CKOPO YaHHUK 3aIHIIEI IPUBETIUBO.

— JKankue mrogm! — ckazan s mTabc-KanuTaHy, yKas3biBas Ha HAIIUX TPSI3HBIX XO35EB,
KOTOpBIE MOJIYa HAa HAC CMOTPEIH B KAKOM-TO OCTOJIOCHEHUH.

— Ipernynsiit Hapoa! — orBevan oH. — [loBepure a1? HUYETO HE YMEIOT, HE CIOCOOHBI HU
K KakoMy oOpa3zoBaHuio! Yk 1Mo KpaiiHeH Mepe Hallu KadapaWHIIBl WJIM YEUYCHIIBI XOTs pa30oii-
HUKU, TOJIBIIIN, 3aTO OTYASTHHBIE OAIIKH, a y 3TUX U K OPYKHIO HUKAKOW OXOTBI HET: MOPSI0Y-
HOTO KMH)KaJla HU Ha OJTHOM HE YBUAMIIb. YK TMOJJIUHHO OCETUHBI!

— A BBl foaro obutH B Yeune?

— Jla, s 1eT AecsATh CTOSUI TaM B KPENocTH ¢ poToro, y Kamennoro bpopa, — 3Haere?

— CapIxan.

— Bor, Oatromika, HaJloeaIu HaM 3TH TOJIOBOPE3bI; HBIHYE, C1aBa 00Ty, CMUpPHEE; a ObIBaJIO,
Ha CTO IIIaroB OTOMJEIIb 33 BaJl, yKe TJe-HHOyJAb KOCMATHIN IbSBOJI CHUIUT U KapayluT: 4yTh
3a3€BaJICsI, TOTO M TSI — JIMOO0 apKaH Ha I1ee, TU0O0 Iy B 3aThUIKE. A MOJIOAIIBI! ..

— A, yaii, MHOTO C BaMHU OBIBaJIO MPUKIIOYCHHI? — CKazal s, MOJCTPEKaeMbIil J1t000-
IIBITCTBOM.

— Kak He ObiBaTh! OBIBAIO. ..

TyT oH Hauan mUNaTh JEBBIK yC, TOBECHI TOJIOBY U MpU3aayMajcs. MHE cTpax XOTeI0Ch
BBITSIHYTh M3 HETO KaKyro-HHOYJb MCTOPUNKY — JKEJIaHWE, CBOWCTBEHHOE BCEM ITyTEUIECTBY-
IOIMM W 3alUCHIBAIOIINM JTIOIM. MEXIy TeM Yail TOCTelr; s BRITAIIMI U3 YeMOJIaHa JiBa To-
XOJHBIX CTaKaHYMKa, HAJWI U TOCTaBWI onuH miepen HuM. OH OTXJIEOHY M CcKa3al Kak OyaTo
mpo cebs: «Jla, ObBamo!» DTO BOCKIHWIIAHKE MOAAI0 MHE OOJIbITNE HAASKIBI. S 3HaI0, CTapbhie
KaBKa3IIbl 00T IOTOBOPHUTH, TOPACCKA3aTh; UM TaK PEAKO ATO YAACTCS: IPYTOM JIET MSATh CTOUT
rAe-HUOYb B 3aXOJIyCThE C POTOM, W IEINIbIE MATh JIET €My HHUKTO HE CKaXKET «3PaBCTBYHTE»
(motomy uTo Qenpadedenb rOBOPUT «3ApaBUs JKENao»). A MOOONTaTh OBUIO OB O YeM: Kpyrom
HApOJl TUKHH, JIFOOOIBITHBIN, KaXKIbI JCHh OMACHOCTh, CIIy4aW OBIBAIOT YYyJHBIE, U TYT IO-
HEBOJIE MOXKaJEEllb O TOM, YTO Y HAC TaK MaJIO 3alMChIBAIOT.

— He xoTtuTe 11 moa0aBuTh poMy? — CKa3a s CBOEMY COOCCETHHKY, — Y MEHS €CTh OCIbIi
u3 Tudmuca; Teneps X0101HO.

— Her-c, 61arogapcTByiiTe, He TBIO.

— UYro Tak?

— Ja tak. S gan ce6e 3aknsaTee. Korga st ObUT e1mie moamopyduKkoM, pas, 3HaeTe, MbI T0]I-
TYJISUTH MEXKAY co00i, a HOUBIO Cenanach TPEBOTa; BOT MBI U BBHIIUIH mepea GppyHT HaBecere,
Jla K U I0CTajJoch HaM, Kak Asekcell [leTpoBuy y3Ham: He Aail roCroau, Kak OH paccepauics!
YyTh-4yTh HE OTHAN moJ cya. OHO M TOYHO: APYTOM pa3 UeNbld rojl *KUBEIb, HUKOIO HE
BHJIMIIIb, 1A KaK TYT €I1l€ BOJKAa — MPOIMAIINI YeJIOBEK!

VYcnpimas 370, s HIOYTH TOTEPSIT HAASKY.

— Jla BOT XOTh Y€pKeCHI, — MPOJIOJIKAI OH, — KaK HAIbIOTCs Oy3bl HA CBab0E WIIM HA T10-
XOpOHax, TaK U momwia pyoka. S pa3 HacHITy HOTH YHEC, a eIlle y MEPHOBA KHS3s OBbLIT B TOCTSIX.

— Kak e 310 cinyumniioch?

— Bot (on Habun TpyOKy, 3aTSHYJCS W Hadall pacCKa3blBaTh), BOT U3BOJIUTE BHUJEThH, 5
TOT/Ia CTOSUI B KPEMOCTH 32 TepekoM ¢ poToil — 3TOMY CKOpO MsATh JieT. Pa3, oceHbro mpuien
TPAHCIIOPT C MPOBHAHTOM; B TPAHCIOPTE ObLT OQUIEP, MOJIOJON YEIOBEK JET IBAAIATH TISTH.
OH sBUJICS KO MHE B TTOJIHOW (hOpMe U OOBSBHII, UTO €MY BEJICHO OCTaThCSl Y MEHS B KPETIOCTH.
OH 0BT Takoil TOHEHbKH, OeJeHbKUH, HA HEM MYHAMP ObLI TaKOil HOBEHBKHUH, YTO s TOTYAC
noranancsi, yto oH Ha KaBkase y Hac HenaBHO. «Bbl, BEpHO, — CIIpOCHII 51 €T0, — TIEPEBEACHBI
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croga u3 Poccun?» — «To4HO Tak, roCHOAWH INTAa0C-KallMTaH», — OTBeYaja OH. S B3sa ero 3a
pyky u ckazan: «OueHb pajn, o4eHb paa. Bam OyneT HEMHOXKO CKYYHO... HY Ja MBI C BaMH
OyzeM >KUTh TO-TIPUATEIbCKH... [la, mokamyiicTa, 30BUTe MeHS MpocTo MakcuM MakcuMmbId,
H, MOXKayiicra, — K 4eMmy 9Ta noyHas ¢opMa? MPUXOAUTE KO MHE Bceraa B Qypaxke». Emy
OTBEJIU KBAPTHUPY, U OH MOCEIUIICS B KPETIOCTH.

— A Kak ero 3Banu? — cnpocui 1 Makcuma Makcumslya.

— Ero 3Bamu... I'puropsem AnekcanapoBuueM [leuopunsim. CiaBHBIA OBLT MaJIBIN, CMEIO
BaC YBEPUTbH; TOJIHKO HEMHOXKO CTpaHeH. Benb, Hanpumep, B T0KAMK, B XOJIO/ LEIbINA JIeHb Ha
0XOTe; BCe U33sI0HYT, yCTaHYT — a eMy HUYero. A Jpyroil pa3 cuaut y cebs B KOMHATe, BETep
MAXHET, YBEPSET, YTO MPOCTYAMUICS; CTABHEM CTYKHET, OH B3JI[POTHET U MOOJIEHEET; a MPU MHE
XOIWJ Ha KabaHa OAWH Ha OAWH; OBIBAJIO, MO IEJIBIM YacaMm CJoBa HE JOOBEMIbCs, 3aTO YK
WHOTJa KaK HAaYyHEeT paccKa3blBaTh, TaK JKMBOTUKU HANOpPBEIIb cO cMmexa... Jla-c, ¢ OonpIimmMu
OBLIT CTPAaHHOCTSIMH, U, JIOJDKHO OBITh, OOTaThI YEJIOBEK: CKOJIBKO Y HETO OBIJIO Pa3HBIX JOPOTHX
Bemui! ..

— A J10JITO OH C BaMH KUJI? — COPOCHII S OTISTh.

— Jla ¢ rox. Hy na yx 3aTo mamMsiTeH MHE 3TOT TOJ; HaJieJall OH MHE XJIONOT, He TeM Oyib
noMsiHyT! Benp ecth, mpaBo, 3Takue J0aU, Y KOTOPBIX Ha POAY HAIHMCAaHO, YTO C HUMHU JTOJIKHBI
CIIy4aThCsl pa3Hble HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIC By !

— HeoObikHOBeHHBIE? — BOCKJIMKHYJI 51 C BUAOM JIIOOOMBITCTBA, TOJIUBAs €My Yasl.

— A BOT 5 BaM pacckaxy. BepcT mecTs OT KpenocTu *uil OAUH MUPHON KHA3b. ChIHMIIKA
€ro, MaJIbYuK JIET MATHAALATH, TOBAIWJICS K HaM €31uTh. Beskuil ens, ObIBao, TO 3a TeM, TO 3a
IPYTHM; B YK TOYHO, n30anoBanu Mbl ero ¢ ['puroprem AnekcanapoBuueM. A yK Kakoil ObLI
rOJI0OBOPE3, MPOBOPHBIN HA YTO XOUElIb: IIANKY JIH MOJHATH Ha BCEM CKaKy, U3 PYXbs JIU CTpe-
7Tk, OHO OBLIIO B HEM HEXOPOIIO: y’KacHO MajoK ObLT Ha AeHbru. Pa3, mis cmexa, I'puropwii
AnexcanApoBUY 00eIancs eMy AaTh YEPBOHEL, KOJM OH eMYy YKpaJeT Jy4llero Ko3ia U3 OTIOB-
CKOTO CTaja; U 4TO K BHI qymaere? Ha JAPYTYyIO K€ HOYb MPHUTAIIWI €T0 3a pora. A ObIBasio, MbI
€ro B3JyMaeM Jpa3HHTh, TaK Ija3a KPOBBIO U HAIBIOTCS, U CelYac 3a KMHXal. «Ji, A3amar, He
CHOCHTB TeOe FOJIOBBI, — TOBOPHII 5 €My, — IMaH ' OyJIeT TBOs barikaly

Pa3 mpuesxaer caM cTapblif KHI3b 3BaTh HAC Ha CBaAb0Y: OH OT/AaBall CTAPUIYIO JOYb 3a-
My, a MBI OBUIM C HUM KyHakKd: TaK HEJb3s K€, 3HAeTe, OTKa3aThCs, XOTh OH U TaTapHH.
OTtnpaBunuce. B ayne MHOXeCTBO coOaK BCTPETUIIO HAC TPOMKHM JiaeM. JKeHIIUHbI, YBUS HAC,
MPSITAITUCH; T€, KOTOPBIX MBI MOTJIM PACCMOTPETH B JIUIO, OBUTH JAJIEKO HE KpacaBHIIbL. « 51 mmen
ropasz/io Jy4iliee MHEHUE O YEepKelIeHKax», — cka3ail MHe ['puropuii Anexcanaposud. «lloroau-
Te!» — oTBeYa 5, ycMexasich. Y MeHs ObLIO CBOE Ha YMe.

VY KHA35 B cakjie coOpasioch YK€ MHOXKECTBO Hapoja. Y a3uaToB, 3HaeTe, 0ObIYail BCeX
BCTPEUHBIX M TMONEPEYHBIX MPUTIAIIATh Ha cBaabOy. Hac mpuHsSIM co BceMH MOYECTIMU
Y TIOBEJIM B KyHAIKy10. fI, 0JJHaKO Xk, HE 1M03a0bLT MOJIMETUTh, I/ie MOCTAaBUIIM HAIIUX JOLIaIeH,
3HAETe, ISl HeMPeABUANUMOrO Ciryyvasl.

— Kaxk e y Hux npa3aHyioT cBaab0y? — COpOCHII 5 IITa0C-KanuTaHa.

— Jla oObikHOBeHHO. CHauana MyJuia MpoYuTaeT UM 4To-To M3 KopaHa; moToM mapsr
MOJIOIBIX U BCEX HUX POJCTBEHHUKOB, €IST, MbIOT Oy3y; MOTOM HAUYMWHAETCS JHKUTUTOBKA,
¥ BCET/Ia OJIMH KaKOW-HUOYAb OOOPBBILI, 3acaleHHbI, Ha CKBEPHOI XpOMOI1 JIOIIaIeHKE, JIoMa-
eTcsl, MasgCHUYAeT, CMEIINT YECTHYI0 KOMIIaHHIO; MOTOM, KOIJla CMEpKHETCs, B KyHAaI[KOH Ha-
YHHAETCS, MO-HallleMy CKa3aTh, Oan. beqHblit crapuumika OpeHYUT HA TPEXCTPYHHOM... 3a0bLI,
KaK MO-UXHEMY Hy, Jla BpoJie Hamiei Oananaiiku. [leBku U Moiojble pedsita CTaHOBSITCS B JIBE
HIEPEHTY OJIHA MPOTHUB JPYTOM, XJIOMAIOT B JIAJIOMIM U MOIOT. BOT BRIXOAUT OfHA JI€BKA U OJIUH
My’>KUYMHA Ha CEpeluMHYy M HAuYMWHAIOT TOBOPUTH APYT APYry CTHXH HapacleB, YTO IIOMajo,
a OCTAJIbHBIE MOAXBATHIBAIOT XOpoM. Mkl ¢ [ledodopuHbIM CHIEIN HA MOYETHOM MECTE, U BOT

! mmoxo (mropk.)
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K HEMY TOJ0IIIa MEHbILIAs JOYb X035MHA, IeBYIIIKA JIET IIECTHAALATH, U IPOIesia eMy... Kak Obl
CKa3aTh?.. BpOJie KOMILJIUMEHTA.

— A 4TO X Takoe OHa Ipornesa, He TOMHHUTE JIu?

— Ja, xaxercs, BOT Tak: «CTpOiHBI, AeCKaTh, HAITK MOJIOJbIC UKUTUTHI, U Ka(TaHbl Ha
HUX CepeOpOM BBIJIOKEHBI, a MOJIOJOW PYCCKHA OQHIEp CTpOWHEEe WX, W TalyHbl Ha HEM
3omoTble. OH Kak TOIMOJb MEXIY HHUMH; TOJIBKO HE pacTd, HE IIBECTH €My B HaIIeM Camy».
[Tewopun BcTal, NOKJIOHWICA €i, MPUIOKUB PYKYy KO JIOY U cepilly, U MPOCHI MEHS OTBedaTh
€il, s XOpOILIO 3HAI0 MO-UXHEMY U TepPEeBell €ro OTBET.

Korma ona ot Hac oromma, torma s menHyn ['puropeio AnekcanapoBuuy: «Hy dTo,
kakoBa?» — «lIpenects! — oTBeuan oH. — A kak ee 30ByT?» — «Ee 30ByT banoro», — orBeyai 1.

W TouHo, oHa OblIa XOpolIa: BbICOKas, TOHEHbKas, IJ1a3a YepHbIe, KaK y TOPHON CEpHBI,
TaKk M 3arsIbIBAIM HaMm B aymry. [ledopwH B 3ayMYHBOCTH HE CBOJWI C HEe IJia3, U OHA
YaCTeHbKO HCHOJI00bs Ha Hero mocmarpuBaia. Tonbko He ofuH [ledopun mroboBancs xopo-
IICHPKOW KHSDKHOW: W3 yria KOMHAThl Ha HEE CMOTpPENW Jpyrue JBa Iia3a, HEMOJBHKHBIC,
OTHEHHbIE. S| cTal BIVIAABIBATHCA W Y3HAN MOEro craporo 3Hakomna Kasz6uua. On, 3Haere, ObL1
HE TO, 4T00 MHUPHOH, He TO, uT00 HemMupHOU. [lomo3peHuii Ha Hero OBUIO MHOTO, XOTh OH HU B
KaKoW 1IaJIocTH He ObUT 3aMeueH. bbIBano, OH MpUBOAKI K HaM B KPENoCcTh OapaHOB M MpoAaBall
JIeIIEBO, TOJBKO HHUKOI/Ia HE TOPTOBAJICS: YTO 3alPOCHT, JaBail, — XOTb 3apeKb, HE YCTYIIUT.
["oBOpmIM TIPO HETO, YTO OH JIOOUT TackaThcsl Ha Kybanb ¢ abpekamu, U, MpaBIy cKa3aTh, POKa
y Hero Obla caMasi pa300MHUYbs: MaJICHbKUH, CyXOH, ITMPOKOIUICYHA... A YK JTIOBOK-TO, JIOBOK-
TO OBLI, Kak Oec! bemMer Bcerga n30pBaHHBIN, B 3a1JIaTKax, a OPY>KHUE B cepedpe. A Jo1map ero
crimaBuiack B menoit Kabapae, — ¥ TOYHO, JTydIlie 3TOH JIOIMIa I HUYETO BBIIyMaTh HEBO3MOXKHO.
Henapom emy 3aBuoBanu Bce Hae€3IHUKU U HE Pa3 MBITAINUCH €€ YKPACTh, TOJBKO HE YaBajIoCh.
Kak Temeps risiky Ha 3Ty JIOIIAIL: BOPOHAs, KAK CMOJb, HOTH — CTPYHKH, U TJ1a3a He XyKe, 4eM
y bonbl; a kakas cuna! ckauu XOTh Ha MATHAECIT BEPCT; a YK Bble3KeHa — Kak cobaka Oeraer
3a XO34MHOM, TOJIOC Jjaske ero 3Haia! BeIBajo, OH ee HUKOT/Ia U HE NPUBS3BIBACT. YK Takas
pa30oiHUYBS Jomas! ..

B srot Beuep Ka3z6uu Obln yrpromee, yeM KOrAa-HUOYAb, U sI 3aMETHJI, YTO Y HETO TOA
OemMeroM Hajera Kospuyra. «Hemapom Ha HeM 3Ta Kojbuyra, — mHoaymal s, — Yy’ OH, BEPHO,
YTO-HUOY/Ib 3aMBILUTSIETY.

JyuHo crano B cakiie, ¥ s BbIIIEN Ha BO3AYyX OCBEXUTbCA. Houb yiK JIOXKHUIIaCh Ha TOPBI,
¥ TyMaH HauuHaJ1 OPOJUTH MO YIIEIbSIM.

MHe B3ayManoch 3aBepHYThH O]l HABEC, IJI€ CTOSUIM HAILW JIOIIAIU, TIOCMOTPETh, €CTh JIU
y HEX KOPM, ¥ MIPUTOM OCTOPO’KHOCTh HHUKOT/Ia HE MEIIAeT: Y MEHs ke ObUIa JIoIaab CiaBHasl,
U YK HE OIMH KabapIuHEl] HAa Hee YMUJIbHO MOIJIS/bIBAJ, MPUTOBApUBAas: «xkuwiu mxe, uex
saxuiuly'

[Tpobuparock B10JIb 3200pa M BAPYT CIIBIITY TOJIOCA; OJMH TOJIOC sl TOTYAC Y3HAI: 3TO OBLIT
noBeca A3zaMmaT, CbIH HaIIero XO3sIMHA; APYroil roBopui pexe u Tume. «O 4yeM OHM TyT
TOJIKYIOT? — TIOAyMall s, — YK He 0 Moel nu yomaake?» Bort mpucen s y 3abopa u cran npu-
CJIyIINBAThCS, CTAPAsICh HE MPOMYCTUTh HU OJTHOTO CJI0Ba. MIHOTa 1IyM MeCeH U roBOpP T'OJI0COB,
BbLIETAs! U3 CaKJIH, 3aryIlIaiy JOOMBITHBIN 711 MEHs pa3roBop.

— CnaBHas y Te0s nomaas! — roBopusl A3amar, — eciii Obl 51 ObLIT XO341H B IOME M UMEI
TaOyH B TpHUCTa KOOBLI, TO OTJaJ ObI MOJIOBUHY 3a TBOETO CKakyHa, Ka3onu!

«A! Kazbuu!» — mogymarn st 1 BCIOMHIII KOJIBYYTY .

— Jla, — orBeuan Ka36uu mociie HeKOTOporo Moyruanus, — B 1ieoi Kabapae e Haiigens
takoil. Pa3, — 310 Obl0 32 TepekoM, — s e3aui ¢ abpekamu OTOMBAaTh PyCCKUE TaOyHBI; HAM
HE MOCYACTIUBUIOCh, U Mbl PACcCHINAINCH KTO KyJa. 3a MHOM HECIUCh YeThIpe Ka3aka; yxK s
CJIBIIIAN 32 COOOI0 KPUKH TAYpOB, M Iepeso MHOI0 Obul ryctoit jec. IIpuier s Ha ceaso, mo-
pyunia ceOe anmiaxy U B MEPBBIN pa3 B dKU3HU OCKOPOMIT KOHS yaapoMm mieTH. Kak nTuiia HeIpHYy T

! Xopomra, ouens xopora! (mwopk.)
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OH MEXIY BETBSIMH; OCTpbIE KOJIOUKH PBAJId MOIO OJIEXKAY, CYXHE Cyubsl Kaparaya OWJIM MEHs
no siuity. KoHb MO# mpbIran 4yepe3 IMHHU, pa3pbIBajl KyCThl rpyzabto. Jlydine O6but0 ObI MHE €ro
OpOCHTD y OIYIIKH M CKPBITHCA B JIECY MELIKOM, J1a JKajb ObLIO C HUM PacCTaThCsl, — U MPOPOK
BO3Harpagwi MeHs. Heckonpko mysib NMpPOBU3XKaJIO HAJ MOEH TOJIOBOIO; 51 YK CIIBIAJ, Kak
CHEIIMBIIMECS Ka3aku Oeaiu Mo ciefam... BApyr mepeno MHOI PHITBHMHA INIyOOKasl; CKaKyH
MOW MpHU3ayMalICcsi — U NPBITHYJ. 3aJHUE €ro KOIbITa 000PBAIMCH C IPOTHUBHOTO Oepera, U OH
MOBHC Ha MEPEeIHUX HOTax; s OPOCHII MOBOJIbS U MOJETEN B OBpAr; 3TO CHACIO MOEro KOHS: OH
BbIckoumi. Ka3zaku Bce 3T0 BUAENU, TOJIBKO HU OJUH HE CIIyCTHJICSI MEHSI MCKaTh: OHU, BEPHO,
JyMallu, 4To s yOUJICSl 10 CMEPTH, U s CIBIIIAN, KaK OHU OpOCHUITUCH JIOBUTH Moero KoHs. Cepalie
Moe 00JIMIIOCH KPOBBIO; MOTOI3 5 110 TYCTOH TpaBe BIOJIb IO OBPary, — CMOTPIO: JI€C KOHUMIICS,
HECKOJIBKO Ka3aKOB BBIE3KAIOT M3 HEro Ha IOJISIHY, M BOT BBICKAKMBAET NMPSAMO K HUM MOU
Kaparés; Bce KuHYJIHCh 32 HUM C KPUKOM; JIOJIT0, TOJTO OHH 32 HUM T'OHSUIMCH, OCOOCHHO OJUH
pas3a 1Ba 4yTb-4yTh HE HAKHMHYJ €My Ha LICIH0 apKaHa; s 3aJpoxaj, OIyCTWJ Ija3a U Hadaj
MoJIUThCA. Yepes HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHMH MOJHMMAI0 X — U BUXKY: Mol Kaparés nerurt, pa3Be-
Basi XBOCT, BOJIbHBIM KaK BETEP, a IrSIypbl JAIEKO OJUH 3a IPYTUM TSHYTCS [0 CTENN HAa U3MYYEH-
HBIX KOHAX. Bannax! aTo npaBna, uctunHas npasaa! /o mo3aHel HOUM s CUIEN B CBOEM OBpare.
Bnpyr, uTo x Thl gymaenib, A3amaT? BO Mpake CIbIIIy, Oeraet mo Oepery oBpara KoHb, (pbIpka-
€T, P’KeT M ObeT KOIBbITaMU O 3eMJII0; 51 y3HaJ rojoc Moero Kaparésa; aTo Obu1 OH, MOIi TOBa-
pui!.. C TeX mop Mbl HE Pa3ly4yaauch.

W capimHO OBUTO, KaK OH Tpemal PyKOIO IO TJaJKOil Iee CBOEro CKakyHa, JaBas eMy
pa3HbIEC HEXKHbIE HA3BAHMSL.

— Ecnn 6 y Mens 6b11 TaOyH B THICSIUY KOOBLI, — cKa3asl A3amat, — To oTAaji Okl Tebe Bech
3a TBoero Kaparésa.

— Hox', ue xouy, — oTBeuan paBHoAyuIHO Kazouy.

— Tlocnymraii, Ka36wud, — roBopui, 1ackasch K HeMy, A3aMar, — Thl JOOPBIA YEIOBEK, ThI
XpaOphli [UKUTHUT, @ MO OTel OOMTCS PYCCKUX M HE IyCKaeT MEHS B TOpBI; OT/Aall MHE CBOIO
Jomaab, U 5 CIENal0 BCe, YTO Thl XOUelllb, YKpady AJs TeOs y OTILa JIyUIIy0 €ro BUHTOBKY WU
HIAIIKY, YTO TOJBKO MOKEJAelllb, — a IIAIIKa €ro HacTOosIas rypa: IPUJIOKHU JIE3BUEM K PYKeE,
caMa B TE€JIO BOIIBETCS; a KOJIbUyra — TaKas, KaK TBOS, HUTIOYEM.

Kaz6uu momuar.

— B mepBbIit pas, Kak s yBHAET TBOETO KOHS, — IPOJOJKaI A3amaT, Korja OH 1moja ToOoH
KPYTWJICS M TIPBITall, pa3ayBasi HO3ApH, U KPEMHU OpBI3raMH JIETENIN U3-110J1 KOIIBIT €ro, B MOEH
JyIlIe CAENAJIOCh YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE, U C TE€X MOp BCE MHE OMNOCTBUIENIO: HA JIyYIIUX CKaKyHOB
MOET0 OTIIa CMOTpEII 5 C MPEe3pPEeHUeM, CTHITHO OBIJIO MHE Ha HUX MOKa3aThCs, U TOCKA OBJaJena
MHOM; U, TOCKYS, IPOCHKUBAJI S HA YTECE LIENbIE THHU, U €KEMHUHYTHO MBICIISIM MOMUM SIBIISLJICS
BOPOHOM CKaKyH TBOW C CBOEH CTPOMHOM IOCTYIIBIO, C CBOUM IVIAJIKUM, IIPSIMBIM, KaK CTpelna,
XpeOTOM; OH CMOTpEN MHE B IJIa3a CBOMMU OOMKMMU Iria3aMu, Kak OyATO XOTeJ CJIOBO BBIMOJI-
BuTh. S ympy, Ka30uu, eciu Tl MHE He Tipojalib ero! — ckazan A3amar JposKalluM T'OJIOCOM.

MHe mocbIanoch, 9TO OH 3arlakall: a HaJ0 BaM CKa3aTh, 4TO A3amaT ObUT MPEyNPsIMBIA
MaJIbUMIIKa, © HUYeM, OBIBAJIO, Y HETO CJIe3 HE BBIOLEIIIb, JaKe KOT/1a OH OBLIT TIOMOJIOXKE.

B oTBeT Ha ero cie3bl NOCIBIIATIOCh YTO-TO BPOAE CMEXA.

— Ilocnmymaii! — cka3an TBepAbIM rojocoM AsamaT, — BUAMIIb, s HA BCE PEIAIOCH.
Xouenb, 51 yKpaay s Te0s Moto cectpy? Kak ona msimeT! kak moet! a BBIIIMBAET 30JI0TOM —
gyno! He OpIBanmo Takoi KEHBI M Y TYypelKOro Majuiiaxa... XOo4ellb, JOXKINCh MEHS 3aBTpa
HOYBIO TaM B YIUIeJbe, I71e OCKUT MOTOK: 5 MOy ¢ HEI0 MUMO B COCEIHHI ayJl, — M OHa TBOA.
Hey:xenu He crout bana TBoero ckakyHa?

"Her (miopk.)
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Honro, nonro momyan Ka30uy; HakoHEI] BMECTO OTBETa OH 3aTSHYJ CTApUHHYIO IMECHIO

BITIOJIT'OJIOCA: !
MHOro KpacaBuil B ayJax y Hac,
3Be3/Ibl CHSIOT BO MPAKe X IJia3.
Crnaako J1r00UTh UX, 3aBHIHAS OIS,
Ho Becerteii mosioenkas BoJis.
30JI0TO KyNHUT YETHIPE YKEHBI,
Konb xe TuxXou He UMEET IIEHBI:
OH U OT BI/IXpH B CTCIIN HC OTCTAHCT,
OH He U3MEHUT, OH He OOMaHeT.

HanpacHo ynpammBan ero AsamaT COTJIaCUTBCS, W IJIaKajl, W JBCTWI €My, M KIISJICS;
HakoHel Ka30uu HeTepnenanBo npepsai ero:

— Ionu npous, Oe3ymubIi Manbuniika! ['ne Tebe e3nuth Ha MoeM KoHe? Ha mepBbIx Tpex
marax oH Te0st COPOCHT, U ThI pa300beIIh ceOe 3aThUIOK 00 KaMHHU.

— Mens? — kpukHyn A3zamaT B OCLICHCTBE, M JK€JI€30 JETCKOro KHWH)Kaja 3a3BEHEN0 00
kosbuyry. CuiibHasi pyka OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro IIpo4Yb, U OH yJapuics 00 IUIETE€Hb Tak, YTO IUICTEHb
3amatancsa. «byzaer morexal» — mogyman s, KMHYJICS B KOHIOIIHIO, B3HY3/aJl JOLIaJel HaIIUX
U BbIBEJI MX Ha 3aJHUN ABop. Yepes ABe MHUHYTHI YK B Ccakiie ObUT y>KacHbIM raair. BoTr 4to
cIIydminock: Azamar BOexan TyJa B pa3opBaHHOM OemiMete, roBops, uro Ka3Ouu xorten ero
3ape3arh. Bce BBICKOUMIM, CXBAaTWIMCH 32 PyXbsi — U momwia norexa! Kpuk, mrym, BBICTPENBL;
Toibko Ka30uy yx ObUT BEpXOM W BepTeNCA CpeAM TOJMbI MO YJMIE, Kak 0ec, 0OTMaxXUBasCh
HIAIITKOM.

— IInoxoe neno B 4uyXOM NHpYy MOXMENbE, — cKasan A ['puroppro AJleKcaHIpOBHUUY,
NOMMaB €ro 3a pyKy, — He JIy4Ille JIM HaM IIocKopell yopaThbcs?

— /la morogute, 4eM KOHUUTCS.

— Jla yX, BepHO, KOHUHUTCS Xy/10; Yy 3TUX a3UaTOB BCE TAK: HATSHYJUCH Oy3bl, U MOLLIA
pe3Hsa! — MBI cenu BepXOM M yCKaKaiau JTOMOM.

— A gto Kazouu? — cripoCWI sT HETEPIIEINBO y MTa0C-KalUTaHa.

— Jla uTo 3TOMY Hapony Jenaercs! — oTBedall OH, JONUBAs CTAKaH 4asi, — BEAb YCKOJIb3-
Hyn!

— W He paneH? — ciipocun 4.

— A ©Oor ero 3naer! )Kupymu, pa3ooitnuku! Bunan s-c uHbIX B A€jie, HalIpUMep: BEIb BECh
UCKOJIOT, KaK peleTo, MThIKaMH, a Bce MaxaeT Imankoi. — llltabc-kanuTaH nocie HeKOTOporo
MOJIYaHHUS NPOJOJIKAIL, TOIIHYB HOI'OKO O 3€MIIIO:

— Hukorna cebe He mpolly OIHOrO: YepT MEHs JepHYJ, MpUEeXaB B KPErocTb, mepe-
ckazarb ['puroppio AnexcaHApOBUYY BCE, UTO s CIbIIIAN, CUIA 3a 3a00pOM; OH MOCMesuICs, —
TAaKOM XUTpPBII! — a caM 3a7yMai Koe-4To.

— A 4ro Takoe? Pacckaxwure, noxanyncra.

— Hy yx Hedero nenats! Hauan pacckasblBaTh, TaK HaJO IPOJOJIKATD.

st yepes 4eTbipe mpuezkaeT Azamar B KpernocTb. [1o oObikHOBeHUIO, OH 3amen K ['pu-
ropbio AJleKCaHApPOBUYY, KOTOPBIM €ro Bcerja KOpMui JJakoMcTBaMu. S Obul TyT. 3amen pas-
roBOp 0 Jouanasx, u Ilevopun Hauan pacxBanuBaTth jomaab Ka3Onuya: yx Takas-To OHa pe3Bas,
KpacuBas, CJIOBHO CEpPHA, — HY, IIPOCTO, IO €ro CI0BaM, ITAKOW U B LIEJIOM MHUPE HET.

3acBepKaliv TJIA3eHKH Yy TaTapyoHka, a [ledopun OyaTo HE 3amMedaeT; s 3arOBOPIO O JIPY-
I'OM, a OH, CMOTPHILb, TOTYAC COObET pa3roBop Ha jomaas Kazouua. DTa nctopus mpoaosrka-
Jach BCSKUM pa3, Kak mpueskan Aszamar. Hexenu Tpu cmycrd cran g 3amedaTh, 4yTO Asamar
OJieIHeeT U COXHET, Kak ObIBaeT oT JIto0BU B poMaHax-c. Uto 3a quBo?..

Bot Buaure, 1 yx nocie y3Hall BCIO 3Ty WITYKy: ['puropuii AnexkcanapoBud 10 TOIO €ro
3a/lpa3Hull, 4TO XOTh B BOy. Pa3 oH emy u ckaxu:

' S mpomry mpomieHus y YnTaTeNel B TOM, 4TO MEPENOKHII B CTHX necHio Ka36uda, nepeanHyio MHe, pasymeercs,
MIPO30if; HO IPUBBIUKA BTOpasg HaTypa. (IIpum. M.FO. Jlepmonmosa.)
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— Bwmxky, A3amar, uyTo TeGe OOJbHO MOHPABWIACH 3Ta JIOMIA/lb; a HE BHIATh TeOe ee Kak
cBoero 3aThiika! Hy, ckaxwu, 9To OBl THI AaJl TOMY, KTO TeOe ee mogapui Ob1?..

— Bce, 4T0 0H 3ax04eT, — oTBeyasr A3amar.

— B Takom ciyuae g Tebe ee AOCTaHy, TOJBKO C YCIOBHEM... [IOKISIHUCH, UTO ThI €ro
UCTIOJTHUIII...

— Kuanyce... Knsnuce u 1o1!

— Xopomo! KisiHych, Tl Oyelib BIaJeTh KOHEM; TOJIBKO 32 HETO ThI IOJKEH OTAaTh MHE
cectpy bamy: Kaparés Oynet rebe kansiMom. Hanerock, 9To Topr asist TeOst BRITOJCH.

A3zamat mosyaint.

— He xouems? Hy, kak xouems! S myman, 4Tto Thl MyX4YWHA, a ThI €lle PeOCHOK: paHO
Te0e €3/TUTh BEPXOM...

A3amar BCIIBIXHYII.

— A moii oten? — ckazai OH.

— Pa3Be OH HUKOTJa HE ye3KaeT?

— IlpaBna...

— Cormnacen?..

— Cornacen, — npomrenTtan Azamat, OJeaHbIi Kak cMepTh. — Koraa sxe?

— B nepBsIii pa3, kak Ka30uu npuener croa; oH o0emaicss NpurHaTh JeCsITOK OapaHoOB;
ocTajgbHOE — Moe z1eno. CmoTpu ke, Azamar!

Bot oHM M cnaguiu 3TO JeNo... Mo NpaBie cKa3aTh, Hexopollee aeno! S mocne u roBopuin
sto IleyopuHy, 1a TOIBKO OH MHE OTBEuas, YTO JMKas YepKeUIeHKa JOJKHA ObITh CUaCTIIMBA,
uMesl TaKoro MHWJIOTO My)a, KaK OH, IIOTOMY YTO, IO-UXHEMY, OH BCE-TAKH €€ MYyX, a 4TO
Ka36uu paz0oiiHuK, KOTOpOro Hajmo ObLIO0 Haka3zaTh. CaMH MOCYIUTE, YTO XK S MOT OTBEUYaTh
npotus 3toro?.. Ho B To BpeMsi s HUYEro He 3Hai 00 ux 3aroBope. Bot pa3 mpuexan Ka30ouu
U CTIpalINBAET, He HY>KHO JIM 0apaHOB U MeJ1a; s BeJIesl eMy NMPUBECTH Ha JPYTroM JEHb.

— Asamar! — ckaszan I'puropuii AnexkcanapoBuy, — 3aBTpa Kaparés B Moux pykax; eciu
HbIHYE HOYBIO baa He OyneT 3aech, TO He BUAATH TeOe KOHA...

— Xopouio! — cka3an AzaMar U OCKakal B ayJl.

Beuepom ['puropuii AsiekcaHIpOBUY BOOPYKHUJICSA M BbI€Xall U3 KPEMOCTH: KaK OHH CJIa/Iu-
JIM 3TO JEJ0, He 3HaI0, — TOJBKO HOYBIO OHU 00a BO3BPATHIIUCH, U YaCOBOM BU/IEN, YTO MONEPEK
cemsia Azamara Jiexana >KeHIIMHA, Y KOTOPO pyKd M HOTM ObUIM CBSI3aHBI, a FOJIOBa OKyTaHa
4aJpoil.

— A 5omaap? — CIIPOCHII 5 y ITa0C-KalMuTaHa.

— Ceituac, ceituac. Ha apyroii nenp yTpom pano npuexan Ka3Ouu M mpurHan JecsiTok
OapaHoB Ha npoaaxy. [IpuBs3aB nomans y 3a60pa, oH BOILET KO MHE; 5 TIOMOTYEBAJ €0 YaeM,
TOTOMY UTO XOTs Pa30OMHUK OH, 2 BCE-TAKH ObLT MOMM KyHAKOM .

Cranu MbI OonTaTh O TOM, O CEM: BIPYr, cMOTpio, Ka30ud B3AporHyI, mepeMeHucs
B JIMIIE — U K OKHY; HO OKHO, K HECUACTHIO, BBIXOJMUJIO HA 33JBOPKE.

— Yto ¢ T0OO0I? — cCrIpOCHIT 5.

— Mos nomane!.. nomanas!.. — ckazan OH, BECh IPOXKA.

To4HO, 51 yCIbIIIaa TOMOT KOMBIT: «TO, BEPHO, KAKOW-HUOY b Ka3aK MpHUeXall...»

— Her! ¥Ypyc siman, siman! — 3apeBesl OH U ONPOMETHIO OpOCHIICS BOH, Kak TUKHUIl Oapc.
B nBa npbikka oH ObUT Y Ha IBOPE; Y BOPOT KPEMOCTH YAaCOBOM 3arOpOAMI €My IyTh PY>KbEM;
OH TMEPECKOYMII Yepe3 pyKbe M KUHYJCS Oexarb mo popore... Bnanm Bunack melib — Aszamar
ckakain Ha auxoM Kaparése; na Gery Ka30uu BbIXBaTWII U3 4eXJjia pyKb€ U BHICTPEIUII, C MUHYTY
OH OCTaJICSl HETOABIIKEH, TIOKa HE YOeIHUIICS, UTO Jaj MpOoMax; MOTOM 3aBU3XKall, yIapuil PyXbe
0 KaMeHb, pa3Oui1 ero BApeOesry, MOBATUIICS Ha 36MJTIO U 3apbliall, Kak peOeHOoK... BoT kpyrom
HEro codpajicsi HapoJl U3 KPEeroCTH — OH HUKOT'O HE 3aMeyall; MOCTOSIIN, TTOTOIKOBAIU H MOILIH
Ha3aJ; sl BeJIesl BO3JIE €ro MOJIOKUTH ACHbIU 3a 0apaHOB — OH X HE TPOHYJ, JIexKal cebe HUY-

! Kynax 3uaunt npustens. (IIpum. M.FO. Jlepmonmosa.)
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KOM, Kak MepTBbIi. [loBepuTe 1, OH Tak mpojexasn 10 MO3JHEH HOUM U LNyl HOub?.. ToJIbKO
Ha JPyroe yTpo MpPHILIET B KPEIOCTh U CTaJ MPOCHUTh, 4TO0 eMy Ha3BaJId MOXUTHUTENS. YacOBOH,
KOTOPBIN BUJEN, KaKk A3amaT OTBs3aj] KOHS M yCKakajl Ha HEM, HE IOYell 32 Hy)KHOE CKpPBIBATh.
[Tpu sTom nmenu rnaza Ka3zomua 3acBepkaiy, U OH OTIPABUJICS B ayJl, T/I€ KW OTell A3amara.

— Yro x ortent?

— Jla B TOM-TO ¥ mITyKa, 4To ero Ka30u4 He Hamien: OH KyJa-To ye3Kal JHEeH Ha MIeCTb,
a TO yJaJoch JJu Obl A3amaTy yBe3TH cecTpy?

A xorja oTer] BO3BpaTWICA, TO HU J0YEpPH, HU ChIHA HE ObUTO. Takoi XUTpell: BeAb CMEK-
HYJI, 4YTO HE CHOCUTH €MY T'OJIOBBL, ecii O OH momnasics. Tak ¢ Tex mop U Iponai: BEpHO, MPUCTAl
K KaKoH-HUOY[b IIaiike abpeKoB, a M ciaoxuil OyiHyio TonoBy 3a Tepexom nim 3a Kybansio:
TyJa u goporal..

[Ipu3Harock, 1 HA MOIO JIOJIIO MOPSAOYHO JOCTalIOCh. Kak s TOJBKO mpoBenas, 4yTo Yepke-
nieHka y I'puropest AnekcanapoBuda, TO HAJEJN SIOJETHI, IIIAary 1 MNomel K HeMy.

OH nexall B epBOi KOMHATE Ha MOCTENH, MOJI0KUB OJHY PYKY IOJ 3aThUIOK, a JPYTroi
JieprKa Ioraciiyio TpyOKy; ABepb BO BTOPYIO KOMHATy Obljla 3amepTa Ha 3aMOK, U KJII04a B 3aMKe
He Ob10. S Bce 3TO TOTYAC 3aMETHIL... S Haval KalusITh U MOCTYKUBATh KaOJIyKaMu O IOpor, —
TOJILKO OH MPUTBOPSUICS, OYITO HE CIIBIIIUT.

— T'ocnoauH npanopiuk! — ckaszan s Kak MOXHO CTpoxke. — Pa3Be Bbl HE BUAUTE, UTO s
K BaM Mpuiiesn?

— AX, 31paBcTByiiTe, Makcum Makcumbra! He xoture mu TpyOKy? — OTBedasn OH, HE MPU-
MIOTHUMASICh.

— W3BunuTe! S He MakcuM MakcuMBbIY: 5 IITa0C-KAIHUTaH.

— Bce paBHo. He xotute u waro? Eciu 6 BBl 3HANIN, KaKasi My4YdT MEHs 3a00Ta!

— 51 Bce 3Ha10, — OTBEYa s, MOJOIIE]] K KPOBATH.

— Tewm nyuiue: s He B 1yXe pacCcKa3bIBaTh.

— 'ocnioivH npanopIiuK, Bl CAENANIN MPOCTYIIOK, 32 KOTOPBINA 1 MOTY OTBEYATh...

— W nonnoTe! uTo x 3a 6ema? Benp y Hac 1aBHO BCe MOIOJIaM.

— Uro 3a mytku? Ioxanylite Bamty mmnary!

— Murbka, mmary!..

Murtbka npusec mmary. VICIoaHuB 4O CBOM, CEll 1 K HEMY Ha KpOBaTh U CKa3all:

— [Mocnoymaii, ['puropuit AnekcanapoBuy, NPU3HAKNCS, YTO HEXOPOIIIO.

— Yto Hexopouio?

— Jla 1o, uro ThI yBe3 boamy... Yk aTa MHe Oectus A3amar!.. Hy, npusHaiics, — ckazai s emy.

— Jla korga oHa MHE HpaBUTCA?..

Hy, uto mpukaxere oTBeuarh Ha 3T0?.. I ctanm B Tynuk. OJHAKO X MOCIE HEKOTOPOIO
MOJTYaHWUSI sl €My CKa3ajl, YTO ECJIM OTEIl CTAaHET ee TpeOoBaTh, TO HAaIO OyIET OTIATh.

— BoBce He Hago!

— /la oH y3HaeT, 4To OHa 371ech?

— A Kak OH y3HaeTt?

S onsATh CTAN B TYIUK.

— Ilocnymaiite, Makcum Maxkcumbia! — ckazan [ledopuH, npunoaHsIBIINCH, — BEAb BbI
JOOPBI 4eTIOBEK, — a €CJIM OTAATUM JI0Yb 3TOMY TUKapIo, OH €€ 3apekeT WiH mpoxaact. [lemno
CZIeJIaHO, HE HAJI0 TOJIBKO OXOTOIO MOPTUTH; OCTaBbTE €€ Y MEHS, a Y ce0sl MOIO HIMary...

— Jla mokaxxute MHE €€, — cKa3all sl.

— OmHa 3a 3TOH BEPHIO; TOJBKO 51 CaM HbIHUE HAIIPACHO XOTEJ €€ BUJETh; CUIUT B YIIY,
3aKyTaBUIUCh B MOKPBIBAJIO, HE TOBOPUT U HE CMOTPUT: MYyTJMBA, KaK JAUKas cepHa. S HaHsn
HAIlly AyXaHIIUIy: OHAa 3HAeT MO-TaTapCcKu, Oy/leT XOAMUThH 3a HEIO0 U MPUYUUT €€ K MBICIH, YTO
OHa MOf, MOTOMY YTO OHa HUKOMY He OyaeT MpuHaANekKaTh, KpOME MEHs, — NMpUOaBUI OH,
yIapuB KyJdakoM MO cToiy. Sl U B 3TOM corjacwics... YTo npukaxere nenatb? EcTe nroawm,
C KOTOPBIMHU HEMPEMEHHO JI0JXKHO COTJIACUTHCS.
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— A uro? — cripocun 51 y Makcuma MakcuMbIda, — B CaMOM JIW JieJie OH TIPUYYHII €€ K cebe,
WJIM OHA 3a4axja B HEBOJIE, C TOCKHU MO POAUHE?

— IlommtyiiTe, OTYETO XKe C TOCKH 1o poaune. M3 KpenocT BUAHBI OBLIN TE )K€ TOPHI, UTO
U3 ayja, — a 3TUM JUKapsM Ooiblle HUYEero He HamoOHo. [a mputom I'puropuii Anexkcanapo-
BUY KOKIBIA IEHb Japuil e yTOo-HUOY/Ib: MEepBbIe IHU OHA MOJIYa FOPAO OTTAJKHUBAJa MOAAPKH,
KOTOpBIC TOT/Ia JOCTABAIKUCH JyXaHIUIE W BO30yXKIanu ee KpacHopeuwe. AX, mogapku! dero
HE CJeNIaeT JKEHIMHA 3a MBETHYI0 Tpsanuuky!.. Hy, ma 3to B cTopony... Jloaro O6umics ¢ HElo
['puropuit AnekcaHapoBUY; MEXIYy TeM YUHICS IMO-TaTapCKU, U OHA HAayWHaja MOHUMAThH IO-
HalleMy. Majso-nomainy OHa NpUydYMiIach Ha HEro CMOTpPETh, CHauyajga HCIOAJOObs, HCKOCA,
U BCE TpYyCTWJA, HAleBajga CBOM TMECHH BIIOJITOJIOCA, TaK 4YTO, OBIBAJIO, U MHE CTaHOBUIIOCH
TPYCTHO, KOTJa CIyIIajl ee U3 coceaHedl komHaThl. Hukorma He 3a0ymy OHOW CIIEHBI: e s
MHUMO W 3arisiHyJl B OKHO; bama cuaena Ha jieskaHke, IIOBECHB I'OJIOBY Ha Ipyidb, a I'puropuii
AJleKCaHApOBUY CTOST IIEPE HEIO.

— Tlocnymiaid, Mosi iepu, — TOBOPHJI OH, — BE/lb Thl 3HA€Illb, YTO PAHO WJIM IMO3JIHO ThbI
JOJIKHA OBITh MOEI0, — OTYEro e TOJIbKO Myuulllb MeHA? Pa3Be Thl MI00MIIb KaKOro-HUOYIb
yeueHna? Ecnu tak, To s Te0s ceifuac oTmyry 1omMoil. — OHa B3pOrHyIa eaBa MPUMETHO U TO0-
Kadaja royioBoi. — Mum, — mpooipkan oH, — 51 Tebe coBepiieHHO HeHaBucTeH? — OHa B3110X-
Hyna. — Wm TBOs Bepa 3amperiaer noaroouts MeHs? — OHa noOneanena u Mmomdana. — [loBepb
MHE, ajilax JJi BCEX IUIEMEH OJIMH U TOT )K€, U €CJIM OH MHE MO3BOJISIET JIIOOUTH T€0s1, OTYETO Ke
3ampeTuT Tede TUIATUTh MHE B3aUMHOCTHhIO? — OHa MocMoTpena eMy MPUCTAIBHO B JIUIIO, KaK
OyaTO MOpa)keHHas 3TOI HOBOW MBICIIHIO; B IJ1a3aX €€ BBIPA3WINCh HEIOBEPUYUBOCTD U JKEJIaHUE
ybeautbes. Uto 3a ra3a! oHM Tak M cBepkayu, OyaTo nBa yris. — llocmymmail, Munas, noGpas
bana! — nponomxkan [ledopuH, — ThI BUAMIID, KaK 5 T€OS JTHOOIO; ST BCE TOTOB OTJATh, YTOO TeOs
pa3BecenuTh: s X04y, 4T00 Thl ObLJIa CYACTIIMBA; a €CIIA Thl CHOBA OYJENIb TPYCTUTH, TO S yMpY.
Ckaxwu, Tbl Oyemrb Becesnei?

Omna mpu3agyManach, He CIyCKasi ¢ HETO YEPHBIX IJ1a3 CBOUX, MOTOM YJIBIOHYJIACh JIACKOBO
U KHUBHYJIa TOJIOBOM B 3HaK coryacus. OH B3sI ee pyKy M CTaj ee YyroBapuBaTh, 4YTOO OHA €ro
MOIIeNIOBAJIa; OHA clIa00 3aluIIanach M TOJIbKO moBTopsia: «llomkamycra, momKainyicTa, He
Haja, He Haja». OH cTaJl HacTanBaTh; OHA 3aApOXKalla, 3arulaKana.

— $1 TBOS TUIEHHUIIA, — TOBOPHJIA OHA, — TBOS paba; KOHEYHO ThI MOXKEIITh MEHS IIPUHY IUTh,
— ¥ OIISATh CJIE3BL.

['puropwuii AnexcanapoBud yaapui ceOs B 100 KyJIaKoM M BBICKOYHI B JPYTYI0 KOMHATY.
S 3amen k HeMy; OH CII0’Ka PYKH ITPOXAXKUBAJICS YTPIOMBIN B3aJ U BIEPE.

— Uro, OaTronka? — ckazai s emy.

— JIpsiBOII, @ He KeHIIMHA! — OTBeYall OH, — TOJIBKO s BaM JIal0 MOE€ YECTHOE CIJIOBO, YTO
OHa OyZIeT MO#l...

51 mokayvas rojioBoro.

— XotuTe napu? — ckasajia OH, — uepe3 Henemnto!

— U3Bonbre!

Mp1 yapuiiu 1o pykam U pa3oluiuch.

Ha npyroit geHb OH TOTYac k€ OTHpPaBUI HApOUHOro B Ku3isip 3a pa3HbIMH MOKYIIKaMU;
MPUBE3EHO OBLII0O MHOXKECTBO Pa3HBIX MEPCUACKUX MaTepUid, BCEX HE TIEPEUECTh.

— Kak BbI nymaere, Makcum Makcumbrd! — ckazan OH MHE, MOKa3blBasi MOJIAPKHU, — YCTO-
UT JIM a3UaTCKas KpacaBuIla MPOTHB Takol Oatapeun?

— BBl yepkenieHok He 3HaeTe, — OTBeYal s, — 3TO COBCEM HE TO, UYTO T'PYy3MHKH WM 3a-
KaBKa3CKHME TaTapKHU, COBCEM HE TO. Y HUX CBOM IPABUJIA: OHU MHAYE BOCITUTAHBI.

['puropuii AnekcaHapoBUY YIBIOHYJICS M CTAJI HACBUCTHIBATH MapIIl.

A Beb BBHIILIO, YTO S OBUT MIPaB: MOJAPKU MOJCHCTBOBAIM TOJBKO BIIOJIOBUHY; OHA CTala
JJaCKOBEe, IOBEPUMBEE — J1a U TOJIBKO; TaK YTO OH PELIMJICS Ha MOCIIEeIHEE CpeAcTBO. Pa3 yTpom
OH BeJleJl OCeUIaTh JIOWIAb, OJEJCS IMO-YEPKECCKU, BOOPYKWJICA W Bowen K Hel. «bama! —
CKazaj OH, — ThI 3Haellb, KaK s TeOs Mro0mi0. S pemmics TeOs yBe3TH, Tymas, YTO ThI, KOT/Ia
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y3HAeIllb MEHS, MOJIOOUIIb; s OMMOCS: MpoIIai! ocTaBaiics MONTHOW XO3SMKON BCETo, 4TO s
UMEI0; €CJIM XOYelllb, BEPHUCH K OTILy, — Thl CBOOOAHA. I BUHOBAT mepe]] TOOOW M JI0JKEeH Ha-
Ka3aTh ce0s1; mpoIai, s ey — Kyaa? modyemy s 3Har0? ABOCh HEIOJITO Oy1y TOHATHCS 3a MyJiel
WIHM YJapoM IIAIIKH; TOTAa BCIOMHHA 000 MHE M TIPOCTH MeHs». — OH OTBEPHYJICS U MPOTSIHYI
el pyky Ha mpomanue. OHa He B3sula PyKH, Mojyaia. ToJbKO CTOS 3a JABEPHIO, I MOT B IIEJb
PaccMOTPETh €€ JTUI0: U MHE CTaJIO Kallb — TaKas CMepTelibHasl OJISTHOCTh MOKPhLIA 3TO MIJIOE
mnuuko! He cibina otBeTa, [leqoprH crenan HECKOJIBKO IIaroB K ABEPH; OH JIPOKAIl — M CKa3aTh
au BaM? sI AyMaro, OH B COCTOSHUM ObLI UCIIOJHUTH B CAMOM JIeJ€ TO, O YeM TOBOPHJI IIYTS.
TakoB y ObUT uenoBeK, 6or ero 3HaeT! TOJNBKO €aBa OH KOCHYJICS JBEPH, KaK OHAa BCKOYHIIA,
3apbiana u Opocunack eMy Ha 1ieto. [loBepute nmu? s, CTOS 3a JBEPBIO, TAKXKE 3aIljIaKai, ToO
€CTh, 3HaeTe, HE TO YTOOBI 3aIUIaKall, a TaK — IIIYMOCTh!..

[IItabc-kanuTaH 3aMOTIa.

— Jla, mpu3Haioch, — CKa3all OH IOTOM, Tepeds yCbl, — MHE CTajo JAOCAJHO, YTO HUKOI/IA
HU OJTHA >KEHIIIHA MEHS TaK He JIo0ua.

— U npoaomxuTenbHO ObUIO UX cUacThe? — CIIPOCHIT 5.

— Jla, oHa HaM IIpU3HAJIACh, YTO C TOrO JH:, KaK yBujena [ledopuna, OH 4acTo €il rpe3ui-
Cid BO CHE M 4YTO HM OJHMH MY>KUYMHA HHMKOIJla HE IMPOMU3BOAWI HAa HEE TAKOTO BIECYATIICHHUS.
Jla, oHM OBLTH CYACTIHBHI!

— Kak 310 cky4HO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ sl HEBOJIbHO. B caMoM xerne, s 0Kuziain Tparuyeckoi
pa3BsI3KH, U BAPYT TaK HEOKUAAHHO OOMaHyTh MOM Halekabl!.. — Jla HEeYy emu, — MPOoI0JIKAT s,
— OTell He JIOTaJlajicsl, 4YTO OHA Y Bac B Kpenoctu?

— To ectb, kaxercs, oH nogo3peBas. CIyCTs HECKOJIBKO JHEH y3HAJIW MBI, YTO CTAPUK
yout. BoT Kak 3TO CIIy4HsIoCh...

Buumanue moe npoOyanioch CHOBA.

— Hano Bam ckazartp, yto Ka3ouu BooOpa3mi1, OyaTo A3amar ¢ coriacus OTIia yKpaa y HEro
Jolaab, 110 KpalHel Mepe, s Tak mojarar. BoT oH pa3 M n0KIancs y AOPOTH BEPCTHI TPU
3a ayJIOM; CTapUK BO3BpallaJICs U3 HAIPACHBIX MMOMCKOB 32 JOYEPHIO; Y3JCHU €ro OTCTalu, —
3TO OBUIO B CYyMEPKH, — OH €XaJl 33yM4MBO IIaroM, Kak Bapyr Ka3zouu, OyaTo Kouika, HeIpHYII
M3-3a KyCTa, IPBIT €334 €ro Ha JIOMIa[b, YJapOM KHH)KaJla CBAJIWJI €ro Ha3eMb, CXBAaTHJI IO-
BOJIbSI — M OBUI TaKOB; HEKOTOPBIC Y3J€HU BCE 3TO BUAETH C MPUIOPKAa; OHH OPOCHINCH JI0-
TOHSTh, TOJBKO HE JOTHAJU.

— OH BozHarpaaui ceds 3a MOTEPI0 KOHS U OTOMCTHII, — cKa3al s, YT00 BbI3BaTh MHEHUE
MO€Ero codeceqHuKa.

— KoHneuHo, no-uxaeMy, — ckasall mradc-KanuTaH, — OH ObLT COBEPIIICHHO TPaB.

MeHs HeBOJIBHO MOpa3uiia CIOCOOHOCTh PYCCKOIO UeIOBEeKa MPUMEHATHCA K 0ObIYasM TeX
HApOJIOB, CPEAN KOTOPBIX €My CIIy4aeTcs *KUTh; HE 3HAIO, IOCTOMHO MOPHUIAHUS WU MOXBaJbl
3TO CBOMCTBO yMa, TOJILKO OHO JI0Ka3bIBa€T HEMMOBEPHYIO €r0 T'MOKOCTh U MPUCYTCTBUE ATOTO
SICHOTO 3[paBOTO CMBICJIA, KOTOPBIA MPOIIAET 370 Be3ze, e BUAUT €ro HeOOXOIUMOCTh WIIH
HEBO3MOKHOCTb €r0 YHUUTOXKEHUSI.

Mexy TeM dYail ObUT BBIUT; JaBHO 3alpsDKECHHBIC KOHU MPOJPOTNIM HA CHETY; MECSIl
OyieHeN Ha 3amajie ¥ TOTOB Y ObUI MOrpy3UTHCS B YEPHBbIE CBOU Ty4H, BUCALIME HA JalbHHUX
BEpIINHAX, KaK KJIIOUKH PA30JPAaHHOr0 3aHABECA; Mbl BBILIUIM U3 Cakiid. Bompeku mpeacka3aHuio
MOET0 CIyTHHKA, IIOroJia MPOSICHUIIACh U o0ellaia HaM TUX0€ yTPO; XOPOBObI 3BE3/ Uy THBIMU
y30paMH CIUIETAIMCh Ha JajJeKoM HEeOOCKJIIOHE M OJHA 3a JAPYrol0 raciy MO Mepe TOro, Kak
OyieHOBATHIN OTOJIECK BOCTOKA pa3fMBajCs MO TEMHO-JIUJIOBOMY CBOJY, 03apss MOCTEHEHHO
KpPYThI€ OTJIOTOCTH TOp, MOKPHIThIE JEBCTBEHHBIMU cHeramu. HampaBo u HajeBo uepHenu Mpau-
Hble, TAMHCTBEHHbIE MPONACTH, U TYMaHbI, KIIyOsICh U W3BUBASCh, KaK 3MEH, CIIOJI3aJU TyJa MO
MOPIITMHAM COCEHUX CKaJI, OYTO YyBCTBYS U MyTasiCh MPUOIMKEHUS JTHS.

Tuxo ObwTO Bce Ha HeOE U Ha 3emiie, KaK B CEepAlle YeJOBeKa B MUHYTY YTPEHHEH MOJIUT-
BbI; TOJBKO HM3pelKa Halerasa MpoXJagHbIA BeTep C BOCTOKA, MPUIIOJAHMMAS TPHUBY JIOLIAICH,
MOKPBITYI0 WHEEM. MBI TPOHYJIUCH B MYTh; C TPYJOM IISITh XYABIX KJISIY TAIMJIA HAIIU TOBO3KU
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10 U3BWJIMCTON Aopore Ha ['ya-ropy; Mbl IITM NEIMIKOM C3a/id, MOJKIIaAbIBas KaMHH T0J] Kojeca,
KOT/1a JIOMIAN BEIOMBAIIUCH U3 CUII;, Ka3alloCh, IOpOTa Bejia Ha HEOO, MOTOMY YTO, CKOJIBKO TJia3
MOT pasIJisiieTh, OHAa BCe MOJHUMANIach U HAKOHEIl Ipomajaaia B o0ake, KOTOPOE ellle ¢ Beyepa
OTIIBIXaJ0 Ha BepiIuHe ['yA-ropbl, KaKk KOPIIYH, OXUAAMIIUNA M0O0bIYYy; CHEr XpycTel MOJ
HOTaMU HalIMMH; BO3YX CTAHOBMJICS TaK PEJOK, YTO ObLIO OOJILHO ABIIIATh; KPOBb TOMUHYTHO
MpWIKBAJIA B FOJIOBY, HO CO BCEM TEM KaKOE-TO OTPAJHOE YYBCTBO PacHpOCTPaHsIOCh 10 BCEM
MOMM HWJIaM, 1 MHE ObLIO KaK-TO BECENO, YTO 5l TaK BHICOKO HAJ MUPOM: YYBCTBO JIETCKOE, HE
CIOpIO, HO, YAANSsACh OT YCJIOBUW OOIIECTBA M MPUOIMKASCh K MPHUPOAE, MBI HEBOJIHHO
CTaHOBHMMCS JI€ThbMH; BCE MPUOOPETEHHOE OTIMAZaeT OT IyIIW, U OHA JEJIAeTCs] BHOBb TaKOIO,
Kakoil ObUTa HeKorna, u, BEpHO, OyAeT Korjaa-HuOyIb onsTh. TOT, KOMy CIIy4ajoch, Kak MHE,
OpoAUTH MO TOpaM IMyCTHIHHBIM, U JOJT0-I0JIT0 BCMATPUBATHCS B UX NMPUUYIJIMBBIE 00pasbl,
Y 7KaJIHO TJIOTAaTh KUBOTBOPSIIMI BO31YyX, PA3IUThIA B UX YIIEIbAX, TOT, KOHEYHO, TOMMET MOE
JKeJlaHue TepenaTh, paccka3aTh, HAPUCOBATh 3TU BOJIIEOHbIE KapTUHBL. BOT HakoHEI MBI B30-
Opanuch Ha ['yI-Topy, OCTAHOBHIIMCH U OTJISIHYJIMCH: HA HEHM BHCEIIO cepoe 00JIaKo, M €0 XOJIO/I-
HOE JIBIXaHue TPO3UII0 OJIM3KO0H Oypero; HO Ha BOCTOKE BCE OBLIO TaK SICHO M 30JIOTUCTO, YTO MBI,
TO €CTh s M MmTabC-KaluTaH, COBEPIICHHO O HeM 3a0buiu... Jla, u mradc-kanuTaH: B cepiiax
MPOCTBIX YYBCTBO KPAacoOThl M BEJIMYMUS NMPUPOABI CUIIbHEE, KUBEE BO CTO KpaT, YeM B Hac,
BOCTOP’KEHHBIX PacCcKa3zdMKax Ha CJIOBax M Ha Oymare.

— Bb1, 1 1ymaro, IpUBBIKIN K 3TUM BEJIMKOJICITHBIM KapTUHAM? — CKa3all 5 eMy.

— Jla-c, ¥ K CBUCTY IyJIM MOXHO MPUBBIKHYTb, TO €CTh MIPUBBIKHYTh CKPBIBATh HEBOJIbHOE
OueHue cepama.

— $1 caplan HampPOTHUB, YTO JUIsl MHBIX CTApbIX BOMHOB 3Ta MYy3bIKa )K€ MPUSTHA.

— Pazymeercs, ecnu XOTHTE, OHO U MPHUATHO; TOJIBKO BCE K€ MOTOMY, YTO ceple Obercs
cunbHee. [locmoTpute, — mprbOaBUi OH, YKa3bIBasi HA BOCTOK, — UTO 3a Kpaii!

W TouyHO, Takylo MmaHopaMy BpsJI JM e €lle yIacTCsi MHE BUACTH: MOJ HaMH JieKasa
Koitmaypckas nonuHa, nepecekaemass AparBoil M Apyroi peukoi, Kak IBYMs cepeOpsHBIMH
HUTSIMU; T0JyOOBaThId TyMaH CKOJIB3UJI 10 HEH, yoeras B COCeIHUE TECHUHBI OT TEIUIBIX JTyuei
yTpa; HAIlPaBO W HAJIEBO TPEOHM TOp, OJIMH BHIIIE IPYTOT0, MEPECEKANTHUCh, TIHYJINUCH, TOKPHITHIC
CHeramH, KyCTapHHKOM; BJIaJIU T€ YK€ TOpbl, HO XOTh ObI JIBE CKaJIbI, TOXOKUE OJHA HA APYTYIO, —
U BCE OTU CHETa ropeiid pPyMsHBIM OJIECKOM TaK BECEJIO, TaK SPKO, YTO KakKeTCsl, TYT Obl U OCTaTh-
Csl )KUTh HAaBEKH; COJIHIIE YYTh MOKA3alI0Ch U3-3a TEMHO-CUHEH TOpbl, KOTOPYIO TOJBKO MPUBbIY-
HBII TJ1a3 MOT OBl Pa3JIMYUTH OT TPO30BOM Ty4H; HO HAJl COJIHIIEM ObLJIa KpOBaBasl 1Mojoca, Ha KO-
TOpPYIO MOI TOBapuIll 00paThi 0COOEHHOE BHUMaHUE. «S1 TOBOpUI BaM, — BOCKJIIMKHYJI OH, — YTO
HBIHYE OyJIeT MOroja; HAJAO0 TOPOIUTHCS, a TO, MOXKamyi, OHA 3acTaHeT Hac Ha KpecToBoi.
Tporaiitecs!» — 3akpuyan OH SIMILUKAM.

[Toxnoxunm 1enu Mo Kojieca BMECTO TOPMO30B, UTOO OHU HE PACKATHLIBAIUCH, B3SUIU JIO-
nraziedt moJ1 y31bl M Ha4yajiu CIyCKaThCs; HallpaBo ObLI yTeC, HAJIEBO MPOMACTh TaKas, 4To Iienas
JIEpeByIlIKa OCETUH, XUBYIIMX Ha JHE €€, Ka3ajachb THE3/I0M JIACTOYKH; sl COIPOTHYJCS, MO-
JyMaB, YTO YacToO 3/I€Ch, B IITYXYI0 HOUb, [10 3TOI 10pore, I7ie ABE MOBO3KH HE MOTYT pa3beXxaTh-
s, KaKOoW-HUOYb Kypbep pa3 JecsATh B TOJ MPOE3IKAET, HE BbUIE3asT U3 CBOETO TPSCKOTO IKH-
naxka. OJIMH W3 HAIIUX W3BO3YUKOB OBLI PYCCKUMN SIPOCTABCKUI MYXHUK, IPYTOH OCETHH: OCETUH
BeJl KOPEHHYIO TOJI Y3/Ibl CO BCEMHU BO3MOKHBIMU MPETOCTOPOKHOCTAMHM, OTIIPATIIN 3apaHee
YHOCHBIX, — a Halll OecleuHbIil pycak Aaxke He cie3 ¢ ooiydka! Kornma s emy 3ameTwi1, 4To oH
MOT OBI TOOECTIOKOUTHCS B TIONB3Y XOTS MOETO YeMOaHa, 33 KOTOPHIM 51 BOBCE HE JKEJal JIa3UTh
B 3Ty Oe3nmHy, oH oTBeuan mHe: «M, OGapun! bor mact, He Xyke WX JO€IeM: BelIb HaM HeE
BIIEPBBIC», — M OH OBLI MpaB: MbI TOYHO MOTJIK OBl HE J0€XaTh, OJTHAKO K BCE-TAKU JOCXaJIH,
U eci O BCe JIIOAM MOOOJIBINE pacCyXaalii, TO YOeIUIUCh Obl, YTO KU3Hb HE CTOUT TOTO, YTOO
00 Hell Tak MHOTO 3a00TUTHCHAL. ..

Ho, MoxeT ObITh, BBl XOTUTE 3HATh OKOHYAaHHWE MCTOpUU banbl? Bo-mepBbIx, s muiry He
MOBECTh, a MyTEBbIE 3AMUCKHU; CIEAOBATEIBHO, HE MOTY 3aCTaBUTh IITa0C-KalmuTaHa PacCKa3bl-
BaTh MPEXJE, HEXKEIM OH Hadyall paccKa3plBaTh B camMoM Jene. Mrak, morogurte wim, eciu
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XOTHUTE, MEPEBEPHUTE HECKOJIbKO CTPAHUIl, TOJBKO 5 BaM O3TOTO HE COBETYI0, IOTOMY 4YTO
nepeesn uepe3 KpecroByro ropy (wim, kak Ha3bsiBaeT ee yueHblid ['amba, le mont St.-Christophe)
JOCTOMH Bamero JoOonbiTcTBa. MTak, Mbl cnyckaimuch ¢ ['yna-ropsl B UepToBYy AONHHY...
Bot pomanTtuueckoe HazBanue! Bbl yke BUAMTE THE3IO0 3JI0r0 JyXa MEXAY HENPUCTYITHBIMHU
yTecamMH, — He TYT-TO ObUIO: Ha3BaHHE UepTOBON IOJUHBI MPOMCXOAUT OT CJIOBA «YEpTay,
a He «4epT», n0o 31ech Koraa-To Obula rpanuna I'py3un. Ota qoauHa Oblla 3aBajieHa CHETOBBI-
MU CyrpoO6aMM, HalOMHUHABIIUMU J0BOJIbHO kuMBO CaparoB, TamOOB U mpouue Mmuisie Mecta
HAIIIETO OTEYECTBA.

— Bot u KpecroBas! — ckazan MHe mTabc-kanuTaH, KOrJaa Mbl chexXaiad B UepToBy J0JH-
HY, YKa3bIBas Ha XOJIM, MIOKPBITHIN MEJICHOI0 CHETa; Ha €r0 BEPIIMHE YepPHEJICS KaMEHHBIU KPecT,
U MUMO €ro Bela €]1Ba-€[IBa 3aMETHas J0pora, mo KOTOPOW IMPOEe3kKarT TOJbKO TOTJa, KOrnaa
OOKOBas 3aBajieHa CHETOM; HAIlld M3BO3YHKHU OOBSBUIIM, 4TO 00OBAJIOB elie He ObLIo, U, cOeperas
JIOIIAJIEeH, MOBE3JIM Hac KpyroM. [Ipyu moBopoTe BCTPETHIIM MBI YEJIOBEK MATh OCETUH; OHU IpE-
JIO’KUJIM HaM CBOM YCIIYTHU U, YIEISCh 3a KoJeca, C KPUKOM MPUHSIUCH TallUTh U MOAIEPKUBATD
HalmM Tenexxku. M ToyHO, mopora omacHas: HampaBO BUCEIM HAJ HAallUMU TOJIOBAMM TPYAbI
CHETa, TOTOBbIC, KAXETCs, MPU MEPBOM MOPHIBE BeTpa 000OpBaThCS B YIIENbE; y3Kas gopora
YacTHIO Oblja MOKPHITA CHEIOM, KOTOPBIM B MHBIX MECTaxX MPOBAJIMBAJCS MOJ HOTaMH, B JPYTHX
MpeBpallaics B Jea OT JSUCTBUS COTHEUHBIX JTy4e MU HOUHBIX MOPO30B, TaK YTO C TPYJIOM MbI
camMu IpoOHpaIKch; JIOMIAN MaJalld; HaJeBO 3usja Tiy0oKas paccelinHa, IJle KaTUJCs MOTOK,
TO CKPBIBAsICh MO/ JIEASHON KOPOIO, TO C MEHOIO MphITras 10 YepHbIM KaMHsIM. B 1Ba vaca enBa
MOTJIM Mbl 000THYTH KpecToByio ropy — /iBe BepcThI B [iBa yaca! Mex 1y TeM Ty4yH CIyCTHIIHCH,
MOBAJIMJ TPaj, CHET; BETEp, BPBIBASICh B YIIENbs, peBeN, CBUCTAN, Kak CoioBel-pa300iHUK,
Y CKOPO KaMEHHBIH KPECT CKpBUICS B TyMaHE, KOTOPOIO BOJIHBI, OJIHA APYIOW T'ylle U TECHEE,
Haberanu ¢ BocToka... Kctatu, 06 3ToM KpecTe CylecTByeT CTpaHHOE, HO BceoOlee mpeaHue,
Oynro ero mocraBui umnepatop lletp I, mpoesxkas depe3 KaBka3s; HO, Bo-miepBbIX, IleTp ObL1
TONbKO B JlarectaHe, U, BO-BTOPHIX, HA KPECTE HAMMCAHO KPYyHMHBIMU OYKBaMH, YTO OH MOCTaB-
JIeH no npuka3anuio r. EpMmosnoBa, a umenHo B 1824 rony. Ho npenanue, HecMOTpsl HA HAAMUCH,
TaK YKOPEHHUJIOCh, YTO, TIPABO, HE 3HAEIIb, YEMY BEpUTH, TeM O0Jiee YTO MBI HE MPUBBLIKIH Be-
PUTBH HAJIUCSAM.

Ham nomkHO OBLIO CIyCKaThes €Ie BEPCT MATh MO OOJICEHEBIINM CKallaM M TOIKOMY
CHery, yTo0 nocTurHyTh ctaHiuu Kobu. Jlomanu u3My4uinuce, Mbl IPOJIPOIIINA; METEINb Tyjerna
CWJIbHEE U CWJIbHEE, TOYHO Hallla pOJUMAasi, CEBEPHAS, TOJIBKO €€ AWKUE HAMEBbl OBLIM MMeYaib-
Hee, 3ayHbIBHee. «M Thl, M3rHAHHMIA, — AyMall s, — IUIaYellb O CBOMX HIMPOKHUX, Pa3I0JIbHBIX
crersix! Tam ecTh e pa3BepHYTh XOJOIHBIE KPBUIbA, a 37€Ch TeOe MYIIHO U TECHO, KaK OpIy,
KOTOPBIN C KPUKOM OBETCS O PEIIETKY KEIE3HON CBOCH KICTKI.

— IInmoxo! — roBopmi mradc-KanmuTaH, — MOCMOTPUTE, KPYTOM HHYETO HE BHUJIHO, TOJIBKO
TyMaH Ja CHEr; TOr0 W IJIAJU, YTO CBAJIMMCSA B MPOMACTh WM 3acsifeM B Tpymoly, a Tam
NOHWKE, Yaid, balijapa Tak pasbpirpaiach, 4To U HE Mepeeelib. Yok 3Ta MHE A3us! 4ro monau,
YTO PEYKH — HHUKAK HEJIb3s TOJIOKUTHCS !

W3Bo3unKkH ¢ KpUKOM U OpaHbIO KOJOTUIIM JIOMIAaiel, KOTOphIe (BIPKAU, YIHPAIUCh U HE
XOTEJI HU 32 YTO B CBETE TPOHYTHCS C MECTA, HECMOTPsI HA KPACHOPEYHUE KHYTOB.

— Bamme 6maropoaue, — cka3an HaKOHEIl OJUH, — Belb Mbl HbIHUE 0 Kobu He moemem;
HE IIPUKaXKETe JIM, IOKaMeCT MOXHO, CBOPOTUTh HaJIeBO? BOH TaMm 4TO-TO Ha KOCOrope 4epHe-
€TCsl — BEPHO, CAKJIM: TaM BCEr/a-C MPOe3KalolMe OCTAHABIMBAIOTCS B MOr0/ly; OHU TOBOPSIT,
YTO MPOBEYT, €CJIU JaIUTE Ha BOJKY, — IPUOABUII OH, YKa3bIBas HAa OCETHHA.

— 3mnaro, Oparen, 3Hat0 0e3 TeOs! — ckaszan mradc-KamuTaH, — YXK 3TH Oectuu! pajbl
IpUIIPAThCs, YTOO COpPBATh Ha BOJKY.

— Ilpu3sHaiiTech, 0HAKO, — CKa3al s, — 4TO O€3 HUX HaM OBLIO OBI XyKe.

— Bce Tak, Bce Tak, — mpobOpMOTal OH, — Y’ 3TH MHE NPOBOJHUKHU! UyThEM CIBIIIAT, T1IE
MO>KHO TOTOJIb30BaThCs, OyATO 63 HUX U HENb3sl HAUTH JOPOTH.
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BoT MBI 1 cBepHYJIM HaAlEBO M KOe-Kak, [OCJIe€ MHOTHUX XJIOMOT, 10OpaIuCh 10 CKYIHOTO
MPUIOTA, COCTOSIIETO U3 ABYX CAKJIEH, CTOKEHHBIX U3 IUTUT U OyJIbDKHUKA U OOBEICHHBIX TaKOIO
K€ CTEHOI0; 000pBaHHbBIE X035€Ba MPHUHUIM HAC paaylIHo. S mocie y3Hall, 4TO MPaBUTEIbCTBO
UM TUIATUT U KOPMHUT UX C YCIOBUEM, 4TOO OHHM MPUHUMAIN ITYTEIIECTBEHHUKOB, 3aCTUTHYTHIX
Oypero.

— Bce k ayumemy! — ckazail s, IpUCEB y OTHS, — TENEPb Bbl MHE JIOCKAXETE Ballly UCTOPHIO
npo bany; s yBepeH, 4To 3TUM HE KOHYMIIOCH.

— A modeMy X BbI TaK YBEpPEHBI? — OTBEYANl MHE IITA0C-KaTUTaH, IPUMUTHBAS C XUTPOU
YIIBIOKOIO. ..

— OrToro, 4TO 3TO HE B MOPSJIKE BEIIEH: YTO HAYaI0Ch HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM 00pa3oM, TO
JOJIKHO TaK K€ U KOHYUTHCS.

— Benp BbI yrajainu...

— OueHb pag.

— XopoIio BaM paJoBaThCs, a MHE Tak, MPaBo, TPYCTHO, Kak BcrioMHI0. CiiaBHasi ObL1a
neBoyka 9ta bana! S x Hell HakoHell Tak MPUBBIK, KaK K JT0YEpH, U OHA MEHs Jro0mta. Hamxo Bam
CKa3aTh, YTO y MEHS HET CEMEMCTBA: 00 OTIC U MaTEPH 5 JIET JBEHAAIATH YK HE UMEIO U3BECTHUS,
a 3aMacTUCh )KEHOH He JoTajaics paHbllle, — TaK TeNepb YK, 3HAeTe, U He K JIUILY; sl ¥ paj ObLI,
YTO Hamen koro OamoBath. OHa, OBIBANO, HAM TOET MECHU Wb IUIAMIET JIG3TUHKY... A YK Kak
mwsicana! Buman s Hammx ryOepHCKHX OaphIlieHb, s pa3 Obui-¢c 1 B MockBe B biaropomanom
coOpaHum, JeT ABAANATH TOMY Ha3ad, — TONbKO Kyna um! coBcem He TO!.. ['puropuii
AJeKkcaHApPOBUY HapsKall ee, Kak KyKOJIKY, XOJIWII U JIeJiesl; ¥ OHa y Hac Tak MoXopoliena, 4To
4yq0; C JHIIA M C PYK COIIEN 3arap, pyMsHEIl pa3birpalics Ha IIeKax... YK Kakas, ObIBalo,
Becesasi, ¥ Bce HaJl0 MHOM, MpOKa3HUIA, MOoANIy4YruBaia... bor eit mpoctu!..

— A 49T0, KOTJ1a BBI €l OOBSIBHIIH O CMEPTH OTIA?

— MBI 105ITO OT Hee 3TO CKpPhIBAJIM, MIOKAa OHA HE MPUBBIKJIA K CBOEMY TOJIOKEHUIO; a KOTAa
CKa3alli, TaK OHa JIHS J[Ba TOIJIaKaja, a TOTOM 3a0buia.

Mecsua 4yeThipe BCe IUIO Kak HeJb3s Jydiie. ['puropuii AeKCaHIpoBUY, 51 YK, KaXKeTCs,
TOBOPHJI, CTPACTHO JIFOOMIJI OXOTY: OBIBAJIO, TAK €T0 B JIEC U MOAMBIBACT 32 KabaHAMU MU KO3a-
MU, — a TYT XOTh OBl BBIILIEN 32 KPEMOCTHOU Bai. BoT, ojHaKo »*e, CMOTPIO, OH CTajl CHOBa 3a-
JyMBIBaThCS, XOJUT MO KOMHATE, 3aTHYB PYKH Ha3aJl; IOTOM pa3, HE CKa3aB HUKOMY, OTIPABUII-
Csl CTPENsiTh, — LEJIOe YTPO MpoMajai, pa3 U Ipyroi, Bce yamie u yame... «Hexopomo, — mo-
Jyma si, — BEpHO, MEXy HUMH YepHasi KOIIKa MPOoCcCKouma!ly

OpHo yTpo 3aX0Ky K HUM — Kak Terepb nepes ria3aMu: bana cuniena Ha KpoBaTH B YEPHOM
HIETKOBOM OermeTe, OJieTHeHbKasI, TaKas TiedaabHasl, YTO 51 UCITYTaJICS.

— A rae Ilewopun? — cnpocu s.

— Ha oxore.

— Ceronns ymen? — Ona Moyryazia, Kak OyaATo el TpyJHO ObUIO BEITOBOPHTH.

— Her, emte Buepa, — HaKOHeEIl cKa3aja OHa, TSXKEJIO B3JOXHYB.

— VYK He CITy4YWI10Ch JIU C HUM 4ero?

— 51 Buepa uenblil 1eHb qymala, — OTBeUYajda OHA CKBO3b ClI€3bl, — MPUIYyMbIBaJIa Pa3HbIe
HECYacTUs: TO Ka3aJloCh MHE, YTO €ro paHuj JUKUNA KabaH, TO YeueHEell YTallujl B TOpHI...
A HBIHUE MHE YK Ka)XKETCs, 9YTO OH MEHS HE JTIOOUT.

— IlpaBa, munas, Thl Xy»K€ HUUEro HE MorJia npuaymaTts! — OHa 3amiakana, TOTOM C Top-
JIOCTBIO MO/IHSUIA TOJIOBY, OTEpJIA CIE3bl U MPOJ0JIKaia;

— Ecim oH MeHs He Jo0UT, TO KTO €My MeIIaeT OToCiaTh MEHs J1oMoi? S ero He mpu-
HYXKJal0. A €CITi 3TO TaK OyJeT MPOJOKAThCA, TO 5 caMa YHIy: s He paba ero — s KHsDKECKast
IOYb!..

S cran ee yroBapuBars.

— Ilocaymaii, bana, Beap HeNnb3s ke €My BEK CHUIETh 3J€Ch, KaK MPUIIMTOMY K TBOEH
100Ke: OH YeJIOBEK MOJIOI0H, TIOOUT MOTOHATHCS 32 TUYbI0, — MOXOUT, 1a U IPUJIET; a €CIIU Thl
Oyzeurb TpyCTUTh, TO CKOPEN €My HACKYYHIIIb.
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— IlpaBna, mpaBna! — orBevana oHa, — s Oyay Becena. — M ¢ XOXOTOM CXBaTHJIa CBOM
OyOeH, Hayaja MeTh, IUIACaTh U NPhIraTh OKOJIO MEHS; TOJIBKO U 3TO HE OBLIO MPOIOKUTENBHO;
OHA OIIATH yIaJla Ha IOCTENb U 3aKPbUIA JIUIO PYKAMH.

Yro 6bUTO ¢ HEIO MHE jenath? S, 3HaeTe, HUKOTAA C JKEHIIMHAMM He oOparancs; aymal,
OyMal, 4yeM €€ yTeLUTb, U HUYEro He MPUIYMal; HECKOJIBbKO BPEMEHHM Mbl 00a MOIYAIH...
[IpenenpusiTHOE MoJIOKEHHUE-C!

Haxkonen s eil ckazan: «Xouellb, MOWIEM MPOTYJSIThCA HA Baji? moroga ciaBHas!» ITo
ObUIO B CEHTAOpE; U TOYHO, I€Hb ObUT YyJICCHBIH, CBETJIBIN U HE KapKuii; BCe TOpbl BUTHBI ObUIH
Kak Ha Omrofeuke. Mbl NouUIM, MOXOAMIM IO KPEMOCTHOMY Baldy B3aJ M BIEpeA, MOJ4a;
HaKOHEI[ OHA CeJia Ha JIEPH, U 5 cell Bo3jie Hee. Hy, mpaBo, BCIOMHUTH CMEITHO: 51 Oeral 3a Helo,
TOYHO KaKas-HUOY/Ib HSIHbKA.

KpenocTs Hamia crosyia Ha BBHICOKOM MECTE€, M BHJ ObUI C Bajla IMPEKPACHBIN; ¢ OJHOM
CTOPOHBI IIMPOKAsi TOJISHA, M3PHITAsi HECKOIBKMMH OATKaMH ', OKAHYHBAIACh JECOM, KOTOPBIit
TSHYJICSI 10 CaMOT0o XpeOTa rop; Koe-TJie Ha Hel IBIMUIIMChH ayJIbl, XOWIN TaOyHBI; C APyro —
Oekasia MenKas pedyka, ¥ K Hel MPHUMBIKaJI 4acTbl KYCTApHUK, MOKPHIBABIIMN KPEMHMCTBIE
BO3BBILICHHOCTH, KOTOPBIE COSTUHSITUCH ¢ TTIaBHOH 1enbio KaBkaza. Mbl cuienu Ha yriry 06acTu-
OHa, TaK 4TO B 00€ CTOPOHBI MOIJIM BUJIETh Bce. BOT CMOTpIO: U3 jieca BbIe3kKaET KTO-TO Ha CEepou
JouIaay, Bce Onmxke U OnmKe W, HaKOHEI, OCTAHOBHIICS 110 Ty CTOPOHY PEYKH, CaXKEHSX BO CTe
OT HAcC, ¥ Ha4YaJl KPY>KUTh JIOMIAs CBOIO Kak OemieHbd. UTo 3a mpuTyal..

— IMocmoTtpu-ka, bana, — ckazan s, — y Te0s r71a3a MOJIOJIbIE, YTO 3TO 33 UKUTHUT: KOTO 3TO
OH TIpUeXxa TeIIUTh?..

OHa B3MIsIHYJ1a U BCKPUKHYJIA:

— Oro Ka3ouu!..

— AX oH pa300iiHUK! cMesAThCs, YTO JIM, MpUeXal HaJ HamMu? — BcmaTpuBaioch, TOYHO
Ka36uu: ero cmyrias poxka, 000pBaHHBIN, TPSI3HBIN KaK BCET/Ia.

— OT1o0 Jomaas 0TLAa MOETO, — cKa3ana bana, cxBaTHB MEHS 3a pyKy; OHa ApokKajla, Kak
JIUCT, W TJIa3a e CBepKau. «Ara! — momymadn si, — u B Te0e, TylIeHbKa, He MOTYHUT pa300HHUYbS
KpPOBB!»

— Ilopoiau-ka crona, — ckasai s 4aCOBOMY, — OCMOTPH PYKb€ J1a CCaIyd MHE 3TOT0 MOJIOJ-
11a, — MOJIY4UIIb PyOIib cepeOpoM.

— Caymaro, Balle BbICOKOOIaropoue; ToJbKO OH HE CTOUT Ha MECTE...

— Ilpukaxu! — ckazan s1, cMesCh...

— D, mo0e3HbIi! — 3aKpruya 4acoBOM, Maxas eMy PyKOH, — TIOJI0KIH MaJICHBKO, YTO ThI
KpPYTHIIBCS, KaK BOJIYOK?

Ka30uu ocTaHOBMIICS B CaMOM JIe€JI€ U CTaj BCIYLIMBATHCA: BEPHO, AyMall, UTO C HUM 3a-
BOJISIT NIEPETOBOPHI, — Kak He Tak!.. Mol rpeHanep NpuIoKMWiIcs... 6am!.. MUMO, — TOJBKO YTO
IIOPOX Ha MOJIKE BCIbIXHYJ; Ka30uu ToJKHYI JIomaab, 1 OHA Jaja CKadoK B cTOpoHy. OH mpu-
BCTaJl Ha CTPEMEHAaX, KPUKHYJI 4TO-TO MO-CBOEMY, IPUTPO3UIT HAraitkoil — ¥ OB TaKOB.

— Kak tebe He CThITHO! — cKa3all s 4aCOBOMY.

— Bare BoicokoOnmaropoue! yMupaTh OTIPaBHIICS, — OTBEYAJ] OH, TAKOW MPOKJIATHINA Ha-
pox, cpa3y He yObelb.

YersepTh vaca crycts [ledopun BepHyIics ¢ 0XoTbl; bana Opocunace eMy Ha 1iero, U HU
OJTHOM 7kaJI00bl, HU OJJHOTO YIIpeKa 3a JJ0JIroe OTCyTCTBUE... Jlaxe s y’K Ha HEro paccepauics.

— [omunyiiTe, — rOBOpHII 51, — BE/Ib BOT ceiyac TyT ObLI 3a peukoro Ka3zouu, u Mbl 1o HeM
CTpEJSUIM; Hy, NOJIO JIM BaM Ha HETO HATKHYTBbCS? OTU TOpLBl HAPOA MCTHUTEIBHBINA: BbI
JIyMaeTe, 9TO OH HE JOTaJbIBACTCs, YTO BBl YAaCTHIO oMo A3zamary? A s ObIOCH 00 3aKiaj,
YTO HbIHYE OH y3Han bamy. 5 3Hato, 4To roj TOMy Ha3aJ OHa eMy OOJbHO HPAaBUIIACh, — OH MHE
caM rOBOPWJI, — M €CJIM O HaaessIcsl coOpaTh MOPSI0UHBINA KajlbIM, TO, BEPHO ObI, TOCBATAJICS. .

" Oparu. (Tlpum. M.IO. Jlepmonmosa.)
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Tyt Iledopun 3amymancs. «Jla, — oTBe4yan oH, — HaJ0 OBITH OCTOpOXKHEE... bana, ¢ HpIHe-
HETO JIHS ThI HE JOJDKHA 00JIee XOIUTh Ha KPETIOCTHON Ba».

BeuepoM s men ¢ HUM JUIMHHOE OOBSCHEHHE: MHE ObLIO JTOCAHO, YTO OH MEPEMEHUIICS
K 3TOI OeIHOI IeBOYKe; KpOME TOTO, UTO OH IOJIOBHHY JIHS IIPOBOMII Ha 0XOTE, €ro oOpalieHue
CTaJ0 XOJIOAHO, JacKajl OH €€ PEIKO, M1 OHA 3aMETHO HAUYWHAJIA COXHYTh, JIMYHUKO €€ BBITSAHYJIOCH,
OosbIMe 171a3a NOoTyCcKHeH. beiBao, cipocuiis:

«O 4geM ThI B310XHYJIa, bama? o1 nevansHa?» — «Het!» — «Tebe yero-HuOy b xoueTcs?»
— «Het!» — «TblI TOCKyeHb Mo poaHbIM?» — «Y MeHsS HeT poAHbIx». Ciay4anocs, 1o LeIbIM
TTHSM, KPOME «J1a» J1a «HET», OT Hee HUUYEro OOJbIle He T00bEIIbCs.

Bot 00 3TOM-TO s U cTan emy roBoputh. «[lociymraiite, Makcum Makcumbld, — OTBeyall
OH, — Y MEHsI HEeCYAaCTHBII XapakTep: BOCIUTAHHE JH MEHS Clelajio TaKuM, OOr JIM TaK MEHs
CO37aJl, HE 3HAI0; 3HAIO TOJIBKO TO, YTO €CJIU 51 IPUUMHOI0 HECUACTUS APYTUX, TO U CaM HE MEHEE
HECYACTJIMB; Pa3yMeEeTCs, 3TO UM IUIOX0€ YTEHIEHHe — TOJIBKO JIEJI0 B TOM, 4YTO 3TO Tak. B mepBoi
MOEH MOJIOJOCTH, C TOM MHUHYTBI, KOTJa 5 BBILIEI U3 ONEKH POJHBIX, sl CTaJ HACIaKIAThCA
OeleHo BCeMU YJIOBOJBCTBUSIMHU, KOTOPbIE MOXKHO JIOCTATh 3a JCHBIH, U pa3yMeeTcsl, YAOBOIb-
CTBHSI 3T MHe onpoTuBeu. [1oToM mycTHics s B OONBIION CBET, U CKOPO OOIIECTBO MHE TaKXKe
HAJI0€JI0; BIIOOJSUICS B CBETCKMX KpacaBHI[ M OBbUI JIFOOMM, — HO HX JIFOOOBH TOJBKO pa3-
Jpaxkajia Moe BOOOpaskeHHe M camMoo0ue, a cepile OCTalIoCh MycCTO... S CTall YUTaTh, yUUTHCS
— HAyKHU TaKKe HaJ0eNH; S BUJAEI, YTO HM CJIaBa, HU CYACTHE OT HMX HE 3aBUCAT HUCKOJIBKO,
MOTOMY YTO CaMbl€ CUACTIIMBBIE JIOJUM — HEBEXKJBI, a CllaBa — yJAada, U 4To0 JOOUThCS ee,
HAJ0 TOJHKO OBITH JIOBKMM. TOra MHE CTaJio CKy4yHO... Bckope mepeBenn meHst Ha KaBkas:
3TO CaMO€ CYACTIMBOE BpeMs Moel >KM3HM. Sl Hajesuics, 4TO CKyKa He JKMBET I0J] YEUEHCKUMU
MyJISIMU, — HAIMPacHo: Yepe3 MecsLl S TaK MPUBBIK K UX KYKKAHUIO U K OJIM30CTH CMEPTH, YTO,
npaBo, oOpaiman 6oblle BHUMaHUE HA KOMApOB, — U MHE CTall0 CKyYyHEe MPENKHET0, IOTOMY
YTO 51 HOTEPSUT IMOYTH MOCIEAHIO0 Hanex1y. Korna s yBuaen bany B cBoeM 1ome, KOTria B IEPBBIiA
pas, Jepxa ee Ha KOJICHSIX, 1IeJIOBajJ €€ YepHbIC JIOKOHBI, s, TIIyMel, MOAyMall, YTO OHA aHTed,
MOCIIaHHBIA MHE COCTpaAaTeNbHOU Cynb0o010... S onsaTh ommubcs: 11000Bb AMKAPKH HEMHOTUM
Tydie J1I00BU 3HaTHOW OapbhIHU; HEBEXKECTBO M MPOCTOCEPICUHNE OJHOM TaK K€ HaJ0eNaloT, KaK
1 KOKETCTBO Jpyroil. Eciu BbI XoTHTE, 51 ee eme Mo0Ito, s el O61arogapeH 3a HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
JIOBOJIBHO CIAJKHUX, S 32 HEE OTAaM XU3Hb, — TOJBKO MHE C HEI CKy4HO... [uynen s win
3710/1eH, HE 3HAI0; HO TO BEPHO, UTO 5 TaKXKE OYEHb JOCTOUH COXKAJICHUS, MOXKET OBbITH OOJIbIIIE,
HEXXEJIM OHA: BO MHE JyIlla UCIIOpYeHa CBETOM, BOOOpakeHHe OeCroKOoiHOe, cepAlle HEeHACHIT-
HOE; MHE BCE€ MaJO: K IE€YalM 5 TaK )K€ JIETKO MPUBBIKAIO, KaK K HACIAXICHUIO, U KU3Hb MOS
CTaHOBUTCS IyCTE€E JI€Hb OTO JIHSA; MHE OCTAJIOCh OJIHO CPENCTBO: MyTelIeCTBOBaTh. Kak TOIBKO
OyzleT MOXHO, OTIIPABITIOCH — TOJIBKO He B EBpony, n36aBu 60xke! — moeay B Amepuky, B Apa-
BUIO, B a0, — aBoch rae-HuOyab» yMpy Ha gopore! Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe si yBepeH, 4TO 3TO
nociielHee yTelIeHHe HEe CKOPO HCTOILIUTCS, C MOMOUIbI0 Oyph M OypHBIX Aopor». Tak oH
TOBOPUJI JIOJITO, U €TO CJIOBA BPE3aJIUCh Y MEHSI B MaMSITH, IOTOMY YTO B MEPBBIN pa3 s CIbIIIANT
Takhe BEIlM OT JABaJLATUISATHIETHErO 4elloBeka, W, Oor jgact, B mocienHuil... Yro 3a nuso!
CkaxxuTe-Ka, MoKanyhcTa, — mpoaoJDKall mradc-KanuTaH, o0panasch KO MHE, — BbI BOT, KaXKeT-
cs1, ObIBAJIM B CTOJIMIIE, U HEJABHO: HEY>KEJIU TAMOIIIHAsI MOJIOZIEKb BCS TaKoBa?

51 oTBEwas1, YTO MHOT'O €CTh JIIOJIEH, TOBOPSILUX TO XKE CAMOE; YTO €CTh, BEPOSATHO, U TaKUE,
KOTOpBIE TOBOPST IMpaBly; 4YTO, BIPOYEM, PAa304apOBAHHE, KAK BCE MOJBI, HAYaB C BBICIIHMX
CJIOEB OOIIECTBA, CITyCTUIIOCH K HU3ILIUM, KOTOPbIE €T0 JTOHALIMBAIOT, U YTO HBIHYE T€, KOTOPHIE
0oJbIlIe BCEX U B CAMOM JIeJie CKY4aloT, CTaparoTCsl CKPbITh 3TO HecuacThe, Kak mopok. [Itabe-
KaluTaH He MOHSUT 3TUX TOHKOCTEH, TTOKayas roJIOBOO U YJIBIOHYJICS TyKaBO:

— A Bce, 4aif, ppaHITy3bl BBEJIM MOAY CKy4YaTh?

— Her, anrnnuase.

— A-ra, BOT uTO!.. — OTBeUas OH, — /1a BeJlb OHU BCET/1a OBbLIN OTHSIBICHHBIE MbSHUILIbI!

51 HEeBOJIBHO BCIIOMHUII 00 OJTHOM MOCKOBCKOMW OapblHE, KOTOpas yTBepxaana, 4to baiipon
ObLT OOJIbIIIE HUYETO, KaK MbsSHUIA. Bripouem, 3amevyanue mradc-kanuTaHa ObLI0O M3BHUHUTEIb-
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Hee: yTo0 BO3JepKUBATHCS OT BUHA, OH, KOHEYHO, CTapalicsi yBepATh ceOsl, YTO BCE B MUPE HE-
CYACTHS IPOUCXOST OT MbSHCTBA.

Mexay TeM OH IPOJ0JKa CBOM paccka3 TaKKMM 00pa3oM:

— Ka36uu He sBnsuics cHoBa. TOJNBKO HE 3HAKO MOYEMY, sl HE MOT BBIOWTH W3 TOJIOBBI
MBICITb, UTO OH HEIapOM MPHE3KAI U 3aTeBAeT YTO-HUOYIb Xy10€.

Bot pa3 yroBapuBaet mens [leqopuH exaTh ¢ HUM Ha KabaHa; s IOJITO OTHEKUBAJICS: HY,
YTO MHE OBbUT 3a TUKOBUHKA KabaH! OHAKO X YTaIUI-TaKd OH MEHS ¢ cO00¥. MBI B3sutH Yeno-
BEK ISITh COJIAAT M yeXalu paHo YTpoM. Jlo ecATH 4acoB LIHBIPSUINA 11O KaMbIIlIaM U 10 JIECY, —
HEeT 3Beps. «OU, HE BOPOTUTHCS JIM? — TOBOPUII 5, — K 4YeMYy YHNPSIMUTBCA? YK, BUAHO, TaKOM
3azaics HecuacTHbI AeHb!» Tonbko I'puropuii AnexcaHApoBHY, HECMOTPS Ha 3HOM M ycCTa-
JIOCTh, HE XOTEJI BOPOTUTHCS 0e3 AOOBIYM, TAKOB YK ObLI UEJIOBEK: 4TO 3ayMaeT, MOoJaBaif;
BUJIHO, B JIETCTBE OBLI MaMeHbKON n30anoBaH... HakoHen B MOJJACHH OTHICKAIH MPOKISTOTO
kabana: mad! mad!... He TyT-TO OBLIO: yIIEN B KaMBIIIH... TAKOW y>X ObUT HECUACTHBIN JICHB!
Bot MBI, OTI0XHYB MaJIEHBKO, OTIIPABUIMCH JOMOM.

Mpsl exanu psioM, MOJ4a, PAcIlyCTHB TMOBOAbS, M ObUIM YK MOYTH y CaMOM KPEmoCTH:
TOJIKO KYyCTapHHMK 3aKpblBall €€ OT Hac. Bapyr BbeicTpen... Mbl B3rJIsSHYyIM JIpyr Ha JApyra:
Hac MOpa3suwiIo OAUHAKOBOE Moo03peHue... ONpOMEThIO MOCKAKaIU Mbl Ha BBICTPENl — CMOTPHUM:
Ha BaJly COJAAThl COOpaMCh B Ky4YKy M yKa3bIBAIOT B MOJIE, & TaM JIETUT CTPEMIJIaB BCATHHUK
U JICPXKUT 4TO-TO Oemoe Ha cemie. ['puropuil AJEKCaHIPOBUY B3BU3THYJ HE XYXKE JIF00OTO
YEYeHI[a; PyKbE U3 UeXJia — U TYJa; s 32 HUM.

K cuacTblo, o npuurHe HeyAaYHOM OXOThI, HAIIM KOHU HE ObUIM M3MYYEHbI: OHU PBAJUCH
U3-TIOJT CeJUIa, U C KaKIbIM MTHOBEHHEM MbI OBLIM BCe ONmxke u Ommke... M HakoHer s y3HAI
Ka36uy4a, Topbk0o HE MOT pa3o0paTh, UTO TAKOE OH JepiKall mepen coboro. S Torma mopaBHsIICS
¢ [lewopunsm u kpuay emy: «39to Ka3ouu!..» OH mocMoTpen Ha MeHsI, KUBHYJI TOJIOBOIO M yIapUIT
KOHS TUIETHIO.

Bot HakoHen Mbl OBUTH YK OT HETO Ha Py KEHHBIN BRICTpEIT; n3My4eHa Jiu Obuta y Ka3ouua
JoWaaAb WIM XyKe HaIIUX, TOJbKO, HECMOTPS Ha BCE €ro CTapaHus, OHA He OOJIbHO MojaBaiach
BIIepea. S Aymaro, B 3Ty MUHYTY OH BClIOMHMI cBoero Kaparésa...

Cwmortpro: [ledopuH Ha cKaky NPUIIOKUIICSA U3 pyXkbi... «He crpensiite! — kpuuy s emy, —
Oeperurte 3apsa; Mbl U TaK €ro JOTOHHM». YK 3Ta MOJIOACKb! BEYHO HEKCTATH TOPSUUTCH...
Ho BbicTpen pazgaincs, u myns nepeduiia 3aHIOI0 HOTY JIOIIAgu: OHAa Cropsya cjeiaja elle
MPBDKKOB JECSTh, CIIOTKHYJIACh M yIaja Ha KoyueHd. Ka30mu cockoumi, ¥ TOrAa Mbl YBUIEIH,
YTO OH JepkKajl Ha pyKax CBOUX >KCHIIUHY, OKyTaHHYIO 4aJporo... 1o Obuta bana... 6ennas
Bbana! OH 4yTO-TO HaM 3aKpUYas MO-CBOEMY M 3aHEC HaJ HEIO0 KWHXKAIL... MeamuTh OBbIJIO HEUero:
s BBICTPEJINUJI, B CBOIO OYepe/ib, Haylady; BEPHO, MyJIs MoMaja eMy B IJIe40, TOTOMY YTO BAPYT
OH OIyCTHJI pyKy... Korja asiM paccesics, Ha 3eMIie JiexKalla paHeHas JIolaib U Bo3Jie Hee bana;
a Ka30mu, 6pocuB pyxkbe, MO KyCTapHUKaM, TOYHO KOIIIKa, KapaOKajics Ha yTec; XOTeJIOCh MHE
€ro CHATHh OTTyJa — Ja He ObUIO 3apsaa roroBoro! MBI COCKOYWIN C JIOMAACH U KUHYJIHCH
K bane. beansokka, oHa nexana HEMOABM)KHO, U KPOBB JIMJIACH U3 PAHbI PYyUbsIMU... Takoil 370/1ei:
XO0Th OBbI B cepAlle yaapui — Hy, TaK YK U ObITh, OTHUM pa3oM Bce Obl KOHYHII, & TO B CIIMHY...
caMbIil pa3ooitHrunii yaap! Ona Oputa 6e3 mamsaTi. Mbl H30pBaIM Yaipy | MEPeBsI3aiu paHy Kak
MOJKHO Ty>Ke; HarpacHo [leqopuH 1ieoBai ee X0n0JHbie TyObl — HUYTO HE MOTJIO TIPUBECTHU €¢
B ceOsl.

[TedopuH cen BepXoM; sl HOJHSII €€ C 3eMJIM M KOe-KaK MOCaaui K HeMy Ha CeJUlo; OH 00-
XBaTWJI €€ PYKOHM, U MbI IToexanu Ha3al. [lociae HECKOMbKUX MUHYT MoJd4aHus ['puropuii Asek-
caHapoBuu ckasan MHe: «llociymaiite, MakcuM Makcumbld, MBI 3TaK €€ HE JOBE3EM JKUBYIO».
— «[IpaBmay», — cka3an s, 1 Mbl IyCTWJIM JIOIIAZeH BO Bech AyxX. Hac y BopoT kpemoctu oxxkujana
TOJIMIA HApOJia; OCTOPOXKHO MEpEeHecIn Mbl paHeHylo K I[ledopuny u mocnanu 3a nekapem. OH
OBLT XOTS MbsIH, HO TMPHUILIENT: OCMOTPEN paHy U OOBSBUII, YTO OHA OOJIbIIE THS JKUTh HE MOXKET;
TOJIKO OH OIIHOCH...
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— Be3poposena? — cipocuit 51y mta0c-KanuTaHa, CXBaTUB €ro 3a pyKy U HEBOJIBHO 00-
PaZoBaBILINUCE.

— Her, — oTBeuas1 oH, — a ommoOCs JeKapb TEM, UTO OHA €IlIe ABA JHs MIPOXKUIIA.

— Jla oOBsicHUTE MHE, KaKuM 00pa3zom ee noxutui Ka3onu?

— A BOT Kak: HECMOTps Ha 3anpemieHue lledoprHa, oHa BBIIIIA U3 KPEMOCTH K PEUKE.
bruto, 3HaeTe, Oo4YeHb KApKO; OHA cella HAa KaMEeHb M OMyCTHJa HOrM B Boay. Bor Ka30uu
MOJIKpaJICs — Lal-Lapar ee, 3a)Kajl poT U MOTAIMI B KyCThI, @ TaM BCKOYWJI HA KOHS, 1a U TATY!
Ona Mexay TeM ycrela 3aKpU4aTh; 4YaCOBbIE BCIIOJIOIINIINCH, BBICTPEIMIIN, 1a MUMO, & MBI TYT
Y TIOJOCTIEIIN.

— Ja 3auem Ka30uu ee xoten yBe3tu?

— IlomunyiiTe, Aa 3TH YepKEChl U3BECTHBIM BOPOBCKOM HAPO/I: UTO IJIOXO JIEXKHUT, HE MOTYT
HE CTAHYTbh; IPYroe U HE HY’KHO, @ BCE YKPAJET... y>)K B 3TOM NpoIly UX U3BUHUTH! Jla nmputom
OHA €My J1aBHO-TAaKH HPaBUJIACh.

— W bana ymepina?

— VYMepina; TOJBKO AOJIT0 MY4YWJIach, U MBI YK C HEK HU3MYyYWINCh NOpsakoM. OKoio
JIeCSITH YacoB Bedepa OHa MpHIa B ceOs; MBI CUACTH y MOCTENH; TOJIBKO YTO OHA OTKPHLIA
ryasza, Hayaja 3Bath [lewopuHa. «S 3meck, momie Te0s, MOsl AKaHeuka (TO €CTh, MO-HAIIEMY,
IyILIEHbKA)», — OTBEYAJI OH, B34B €€ 3a pyKy. «f ympy!» — ckazana oHa. Mbl Hayanu ee yremarsb,
TOBOPWJIH, YTO JIEKapb OO€Iall €€ BbIJICUNTh HENIPEMEHHO; OHA MOKayaja roJIOBOM U OTBEPHY-
Jach K CTEHE: €l HE XOTEJI0Ch yMHUPATh!..

Houbto oHa Hauasa OpeuTh; rojioBa ee ropena, o BceMy Tely MHOTAA mpoderana Apoxkb
JMXOPAKH; OHa TOBOPHJIA HECBS3HBIE peur 00 OTIle, Opare: eil XOTeI0Ch B TOpbl, 10MOii... [ToTrom
OHa Takxe rosopwia o Iledopune, naBama eMy pas3HbIC HEXHbIC Ha3BaHUS WIH YIIpEKaaa €ro
B TOM, YTO OH Pa3NIOOHI CBOIO JPKAHEUKY ...

OH ciyman ee MoJ4a, OIyCTUB I'OJIOBY Ha PYKH; HO TOJBKO 51 BO BCE BPEMs HE 3aMETHII
HU OJIHOM ClIe3bl Ha PECHHIIAX €ro: B CaMOM JIU JeJie OH He MOT IUIaKaTh, MU BJIaJes co0010 —
HE 3HAIO0; YTO A0 MEHH, TO s1 HUYETO JKaJIb4ye ITOTO HE BUIBIBAIL.

K yTpy Open nporien; ¢ yac oHa Jiexalia HeloABUKHas, OJie/IHas, U B TaKO# cabocTu, 4To
€/1Ba MO’KHO OBUIO 3aMETHUTh, YTO OHA JBILINT; TOTOM €H CTajo JydYllle, 1 OHA Hayaja TOBOPHTb,
TOJIBKO KaK BBl JyMaere o yeM?.. DTakas MbIC/Ib NPUAET BElb TOJIbKO yMupatouiemy!.. Hauana
NEYAIUTHCS O TOM, YTO OHA HE XPUCTHAHKA, U YTO HA TOM CBETE LyIlIa €€ HUKOTAA HE BCTPETUTCS
¢ nymoro ['puropesi AnekcanapoBuya, ¥ 4yTO MHAs KCHIIMHA Oy/eT B paro ero noapyroil. Mue
IPUIUIO Ha MBICIb OKPECTUTH €€ Iepel, CMEPTHIO; s €M ITO NPEUIOKHI; OHAa IMOCMOTpEIa
Ha MEHS B HEPEIIMMOCTH U JI0JIFO HE MOIJIA CJIOBA BHIMOJIBUTH; HAKOHEL] OTBEYAJIa, YTO OHA YMPET
B TOM Bepe, B Kakoil poaunack. Tak mpomien uenbid aeHb. Kak oHa nepemMeHunach B 3TOT JI€HB!
OneHbIC IEKU BIAIM, TJ1a3a CeNaIich 0oJbluue, Tyobl ropeny. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIa BHYTPEHHUN
&ap, Kak Oy/TO B TpyJIU y HE Jiexalia pacKaJeHHOE JKeJe30.

Hacrana npyrast HOub; Mbl HE CMBIKAQJIU IJIa3, HE OTXOAWIN OT €€ nocrenu. OHa yKacHO
MYYHJIach, CTOHAJA, U TOJBKO YTO OOJIb HaUMHANA yTUXaTh, OHA CTapajach yBepUTh [ puropbs
AnexcaHApoBUYa, YTO €M JIydllle, yroBapuBaja €ro WATH CHaTh, LIE]0Baja €ro pykKy, HE BbI-
nyckana ee u3 cBoux. Ilepen yTpoM crana OHa 4yBCTBOBATH TOCKY CMEPTH, Hadajla METAThCA,
cOura mepeBs3Ky, U KpoBb MOTEKIa cHOBa. Korma mepeBsizanu paHy, OHa Ha MHHYTY YCIIOKO-
wi1ack ¥ Havasa npocuts Iledopuna, yTo0 OH ee norenosan. OH cTall Ha KOJEHH BO3JIE KPOBAaTH,
NPUTIOTHSII €€ TOJIOBY C MOAYIIKH U MPHXKaJl CBOM T'yOBI K €€ XOJIOACIOLINM I'y0aM; OHa KPETKO
o0BMJIa €ro I JPOXKALIMMHM pyKaMH, OyATO B 3TOM IOLENye XOTela NepeaaTb €My CBOIO
nyury... Het, oHa xopoio caenana, 4to ymepna: Hy, 4To Obl ¢ HEW cTajock, eciau 0 I'puropwuii
AJekcaHapoBUY €€ MOKUHYJI? A 3TO ObI CIIYYHIJIOCH, PAHO WJIU TIO3/HO. ..

[TonoBuHy crenyromero aAHs OHa ObUIa THXA, MOJYAIMBA M MOCIYIIHA, KAK HU MYYHII €e
Halll JIEKapb MPUIApKaMHU U MUKCTYpoil. «IlomuityiiTe, — rOBOpHII 4 €My, — BE€lb BBl CaMH CKa3a-
JIM, YTO OHA YMpPET HENPEMEHHO, TaK 3a4e€M TyT BCE BalllU Mpenaparsi?» — «Bce-Taku sydine,
Makcum MakcHMBIY, — OTBEYAJI OH, — YTOO COBECTh ObLIA MOKOWHA». X0poIa COBECTh!
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[Tocne momyaHsI OHAa Havaja TOMUTBCS Kaxa0W. Mbl OTBOPUIIM OKHA — HO Ha JIBOPE OBLIO
’Kapyie, 4eM B KOMHATE; IMOCTAaBUIIU JIbJYy OKOJIO KPOBAaTH — HUYETO HE momoraino. S 3Hai, 4To
9Ta HEBBIHOCHMMAS JKaXJa — TNpHU3HAK NpHOIMKEHUS KOHIIA, M cka3an 310 [levopuny. «Bossi,
BOJIbI!..» — TOBOPHJIA OHA XPUILIIBIM T'OJIOCOM, IPUIIOJHSBIIUCH C TOCTEIH.

OH cnenancs OnefeH Kak MOJIOTHO, CXBAaTWJI CTaKaH, HAJWI M Mojai ei. S 3akpbln riasza
pyKaMu H CTaJl YUTATh MOJIUTBY, HE TIOMHIO Kakyro... J[a, 6aTiomika, BUgal 1 MHOTO, KaK JIOIH
YMHPAIOT B TOIIMUTAISAX M Ha TOJIE CPAXKEHUsA, TOJIBKO 3TO BCEe HE TO, coBceM He To!.. Eme,
NPU3HATHCS, MEHSI BOT YTO IMEYAIUT: OHA Tepe]] CMEPThI0O HH pa3y HE BCIOMHMIIA 000 MHE;
a KaKeTcs, s ee JI0MI Kak OTell... Hy J1a 0or ee mpocTuT!.. 1 BpaBIy MONBUTE: UTO XK 5 TaKOE,
49T00 000 MHE BCIIOMHUHATH MEPE]l CMEPTHIO?

TonbKO 4TO OHA UCIKJIA BOABI, KaK € CTajo Jerdye, a MUHYThl 4epe3 TPYU OHA CKOHYAJIACH.
[Tpunoxunu 3epkano k rydbam — raanko!.. 5 BeiBen IleyopuHa BOH U3 KOMHATHI, U MBI TTOILIH
Ha KPEMOCTHOM BaJ; IOJITO Mbl XOJIWIIW B3aJ U BOEPE PSAIOM, HE TOBOPS HU CIIOBA, 3arHYB PYKH
Ha CIHMHY; €r0 JIUI[0 HUYETrO0 HE BhIpakaJio 0COOEHHOTO, U MHE CTajo JO0CaaHO: s OBl HA ero
MecTte ymep ¢ ropsi. Hakonery oH cen Ha 3eMjt0, B TEHU, U Hayajl YTO-TO YEPTUTh MaJTOUYKOM
Ha mecke. S, 3HaeTe, OoybIe IS MPUIMYUS XOTEN YTEIIMTh €ro, Hadall TOBOPHUTH; OH IOIHSLI
TOJIOBY M 3aCMESICA... Y MEHS MOPO3 NMPOOEKall 0 KOKE OT 3TOr0 cMeXa... S moien 3aka3piBaTh
rpo0.

[TpusHaThCs, 51 YaCTHUIO JJIS PA3BJICUCHUS 3aHSJICS dTUM. Y MeHs ObLI KYCOK TepMajaMbl,
s 00MIT €10 TPoO M YKpPacWJI €ro 4epKECCKUMH CepeOpsHBIMU TallyHaMH, KOTOPBIX [ puropwii
AJIeKCaHIPOBUY HAKYTIWJI JJIs1 HEE XKeE.

Ha npyroil neHb paHo yTpoM MbI €€ MOXOPOHWIM 32 KPENOCThIO, Y PEUKH, BO3JE TOTO
MecCTa, TJIe OHAa B MOCJICIHUNA pa3 CHelia; KPYroM €€ MOTHUJIKHA TeNeph Pa3poCiIUCh KyCThl Oeon
akanuu U Oy3uHBL. 1 XOoTen OBUIO MOCTaBUTH KPEcCT, J1a, 3HAaeTe, HEJOBKO: BCE-TaKU OHA ObLia
HE XpPUCTHAHKA...

— A yro Ilewopun? — cipocui 1.

— Tledopun OBLT AOJATO HE3JAOPOB, UCXyAaN, OCAHSIKKA; TOIHKO HUKOT/AA C ATUX TOP MBI
HE TOBOpWIH O bane: s Bumen, 94to emy OyJIeT HEmpHUsATHO, Tak 3ayeM jxe? Mecsa Tpu CIycTs
€ro Ha3HAYWJIM B €...11 TOJIK, ¥ OH yexan B ['py3uto. MBI ¢ T€X Op HE BCTPEYAIUCh, /14, TOMHUT-
s, KTO-TO HEIaBHO MHE TOBOPHJI, YTO OH BO3BpaTuiics B Poccuio, HO B MpHKa3ax Mo KOpIycy He
obu10. Bripouem, 10 Hamero 6para BECTH IMO3IHO JOXOJIST.

TyT OH MyCTWUJICS B AJMHHYIO JIUCCEPTALMIO O TOM, KaK HEMPHUSATHO y3HAaBaThb HOBOCTH
r0JIOM TI03)KE€ — BEPOSTHO, JUIsl TOTO, YTOO 3ariaymnuTh MeYaabHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHMS.

51 He mepeOUBa €ro U HE CITyIIal.

Uepes yac sBUIIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTD €XaTh; METENb YTHXJIa, HEOO MPOSICHUIIOCH, M MBI OTIIpa-
BWJIKCH. JIOpOroil HEBOJIBHO 51 OIISATH 3aBell peub 0 base u o [leyopune.

— A He cIIbIXaliv JIU BBI, 4TO caenanock ¢ Kazouuem? — cripocwi 5.

— C Kazbuuem? A, npaBo, He 3Haro0... CIbIIIa 51, 4TO Ha MpaBoM (IaHTe y IIACyroB €CTh
kakoi-to Ka30m4, ymaner, KOTOpbI B KpacHOM O€IIMeTe pa3be3’kaeT MIAKKOM 0] HalTUMU
BBICTpPEJIAMH U TPEBEKIINBO PACKIAHUBACTCS, KOT/Ia MYJIsl MPOXKYXOKUT OJU3KO; 3 BPS JIH ATO
TOT CaMbli!..

B Kob6u MbI paccranuck ¢ Makcumom MakcuMbIueM; sl OeXall Ha MOYTOBBIX, a OH, IO
MPUYHHE TSDKEJION TOKJIaKH, He MOT 3a MHOHM ciieoBaTh. MBI HE HaIEsUIUCh HHUKOTIA OoJiee
BCTPETUTHCS, OJHAKO BCTPETUIIUCh, M, €CIU XOTUTE, S PACCKAXy: OTO Iejias HCTOPHUSL...
Co3sHaiitech, 0OJHAKO k, 4T0 MakcuM MakCUMBIY 4YeJIOBEK JOCTOMHBIN yBa)keHHs?.. Eciu Bbl
CO3HAETECh B ATOM, TO S BIIOJIHE Oy/Iy BO3HATPAXKJICH 32 CBOU, MOXKET OBITh, CIUIIIKOM JITHHHBIN
pacckas.
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