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Hetckas nurepatypa, 1978.

H. JonuHnHa

Ctapuku

Huuto HE MOXKET M3MEHUTHh CIOKOMHOW, NEATEIbHOM W Pa3MEPEHHOM XU3HU CTApOro
KHsDKeckoro goma B JIbiceix ['opax. «Te ke yackl, u 1o awiesM nporyiku... CtaHok...» U, kak
BCEI/la, PAaHO YTPOM BEIIMYECTBEHHBIH MAJCHBbKUI CTapuK B «OapxaTHOW HIyOKe ¢ cOOONbUM
BOPOTHUKOM M TAKOM K€ MIANKE» BBIXOJIUT T'YJISTh MO CBEXKEMY CHETY.

OH cTap, KHA3b BOJIKOHCKHI, OH 3aCiIy>XWJI 3TOT MOKOW, 3Ty PACUUCICHHYIO, UM CAMUM
COCTaBJICHHYIO XW3Hb. HO HE Hy»HO AyMaTh, 4YTO CTAPUKH TOJILKO U MEUTAIOT O MOKoe. PazHble
OBIBAIOT CTApHKH, KaK pa3HbIE MOJIOJABIC; U KTO 3HAeT, 0 yeM AymaeT Hukomaii AHIpeeBud,
yuTas €XEIHEBHBIC MMCbMa ChIHA, HE PBETCS JIM OH BCEM CEpAIIEM TyJa, Ha aBCTPUHCKHUE TTOJIS,
HE BCIIOMUHAET Jii Besiukoro CyBOpoBa, HE MEUTAET JIM O CBOEM TyJIOHE, — OH CTap, HO OH KUB
Y TIOJIOH JYIIEBHBIX CHIL.

JymeBHbIX, HO He pusmueckux. [IpuxoauTCs CMHUPATHCA C TEM, YTO HE MOXKEIIb JIETKO,
KaK MpeX/ie, BCKOYUTh Ha KOHS U CKaKaTh MO/ MyJIsIMU Hanepepes Bpary. [Ipuxoaurcs cMupATh-
Cs C TEM, UTO MBICJIb pa0OTaeT HE TaK OBICTPO, KaK paHbIIE, U yOBIBAIOT CHIIBI, U HET TeOe MecTa
Tam, e npexe 0e3 Teds Ka3aaoch HEBO3MOXKHO. ..

OH NOTOMY M TPYJIEH, 3TOT CTAPUK, YTO HE MOXKET — KaK HHM CTApPaeTCsl — MPUMHPUTHCS
co cBoeil OecromormHOCTRIO. HO, CKOBKO ecTh cwil, oH Oyaer mone3eH. Poccum — BOT ero
3alKMCKHU, B HUX €T0 OIBIT, €ro YM, ero 3HaHus. CbIHy — OH BCE€ 3HAeT O BOMHE, KyJ1a YIIEJ ChIH;
OH €Il[€ MOXET J1aTh COBET, OIPaauTh U MOJCKa3aTh, U HANIPABUTh. Jlouepu — Kak CIOKUTCS €€
cynp0a; Belb, K HECUACThIO, BCE OHU BBIXOSAT 3aMY’K, M €€ He MUHYET, HO OH HEe OTAAacT 0Yb
MIEPBOMY CBETCKOMY IIapKyHY; OH Ha CTpa)xke — W caM ce0e He MPU3HAETCS HUKOTIA, YTO HHU-
KOMY HE XOYeT OTJaTh J10Yb, YTO HE MOXET NpPEJICTaBUTh 0€3 Hee CBOEHl CTapUKOBCKOM,
HAIlOJIHEHHOW MOJIE3HBIMU JI€JIaMH, HO OJUHOKOW JKH3HH.

JlaBHO, KOTJ1a OH OBUT MOJIOJI, CUJIEH U JAESTENIEH, CPeld MHOTHX PaJoCTel, 3arOTHIBIINX
€ro XU3Hb, ObUTH JeTH: AHApIoma 1 Marra i MaTepu; yKe TorJa — KHsI3b AHApel U KHsDKHA
Mapsbst qist Hero. OHM ObLTM MaJieHbKHE U NMPUHAAJIEKAIU eMy; OH BOCHHUTBIBAJ MX, KakK IO-
HUMAJT, XOTeNl BBIPACTUTh ChIHA YMHBIM, OJIATOPOJHBIM, CYACTIIMBEIM, a JEBOYKY — HE TaKOW,
KaK CBETCKHUE OapbIlIHU, — MPEKPACHOH KEHITMHON, MOXKET ObITh, OH MEUTaJ O TAKOW KEHIIUHE
Y HE BCTPETUII €€, U B IOUEPHU XOUYET BUIETh €€ YEPTHI.

ChIH BBIPOC KPACHBBIM, YMHBIM U YECTHBIM, HO 3TO HE CJEJIAJI0 €ro cyacTiauBbiM. OH ymien
B HETIOHATHYIO JKU3Hb C HEMPUATHOM JKEHIIMHON — 4yTO ocTaercs oTiy? IIbITaTbest MOHATH ChIHA
1 3a00TUTHCA O €ro KeHe; HO He TaK BCEe 3TO MEUTAJIOCh KOTAa-T0, KOTJa OH ObLI MOJIOJ, 3/10pOB
Y CUJICH.

Joup BeIpOcna HekpacuBas! HUKTO He MOHMMAET, Kak 3TO OOJMBHO CTApHIKy; MOTOMY OH
U MOKET YJIapHUTh KHSDKHY Mapbio Mo caMoMy YsI3BUMOMY: «ypOJIOBaTh ceOsl HEUero — M Tak
IypHa»; eMy caMoMy OOJIbHO, pa3Be OHU MOTYT MOHSATH ATO!

Bynap moub kpacuBa, KTO-TO MOJIIOOMI OBl €€, a Tenepk... IOCBATAIOTCs, HAWAYT U B JIBICHIX
['opax, HO HAHYT HE J10Yb, @ €r0 OOTraTCTBO, €T0 3HATHBIA POJ — W BOT YK€ €AYT, a OHA XKJET,
BOJIHYETCSI; 9TO OCKOPOJSET W paHWUT CTapuka. BoT modemy OH He B JyXe C yTpa B TOT JICHb,
KOTJa JOJDKEH MpuexaTh KHA3b Bacunuii ¢ ceiHoM. BOT moueMy, ycibliias, 4To AJINAaThly MIPUKa-
3aJl PACYUCTHTD ISl HUX JIOPOTY, MPUXOJIUT B OCIICHCTBO:

«Yto? Munuctp? Kakoit munuctp? Kto Benen? — 3aroBopui OH CBOMM IPOH3UTEIBHO-
JKECTKHUM TOJI0COM. — JIJIsl KHSKHBI, MO JJouepH, HE PaCUMCTUIIU, a JIJIsl MUHUCTpa! Y MeHs HeT
MHUHHUCTPOB!»

EMy CTBITHO, YTO OH MOMHSJ MAJKy HA CTapOro AJmarblya, B IIyOMHE MYIIU OH paj, 4TO
AnmaTteld yKIOHWICS OT yJAapa, HO Bce mpojoipkaeT Kpuuarh: «lIpoxBoctsl!.. 3akupathb
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nopory!» — MOTOMY 4TO OH, 3TOT BJIACTHBIM UY€JIOBEK, B OTYAsIHUU OT CBOEH OECIOMOILIHOCTH
nepes TOM HEHaBUCTHOM CUJION, KOTOPAasi BPHIBACTCS B €0 KU3Hb.

OH Bce 3HaeT, cTapblil KHA3b BOJKOHCKHIA, HO Bpsi JIM OH 3HAaeT O TOM, YTO MOYTH
pOBECHUK ero KHa3b Bacunuii Kyparun Toke mioxo cnmut HouyaMH M OoJieeT AyIIOi 3a CBOMUX
JETEH, 4TO OH TOXKE IyMaeT, MydaeTcs, TOCKyeT M HE€ 3HAacT, KaK IIOMO4Yb, HAIPaBHUTb, KaK
yOepeub; TOJIBKO JIJIs1 HETO B MOHATHH CHYACThsI HHOM CMBICH, YeM i KHs34 boskoHCckoro.

He 3naet Hukonaii AnnpeeBnd, Kak MHOTO CHJI CTOMJIA KHsI310 Bacumutio mblHas cBaapoa
nodyepu DiieH — HbIHelHel rpaduan be3yxoBoi; kak, OpocHB Bce Jiena, OH OMeKall U Harpas-
a1 HenyTeBoro IIbepa, MpUCTPOMII €ro B KaMep-IOHKEPHI, MOCEIHI B CBOEM JOME, W KOrzaa
HeOnmaropoaubiid [Ibep Tak M He caenan mpeIoKeHus, KH3b Bacunuii omsiTh B3BaJIWI BCE Ha
CBOM IUIEUM, pemuTenbHo OsarocioBui Ilsbepa m DneH, XOTs OHM He cHpamMBaid Ojaro-
CJIOBEHHUS.

OneH npuctpoeHa. Mnmonut, ciaBa 60ory, B AWIUIOMaTax, B ABCTpUH — BHE OMACHOCTH,
HO OCTaeTcs MU, AHATONb, C €ro OeCIyTCTBaMH, OJITAMH, MbSHCTBOM; BO3HHKJIA MBICIIb
JKEHUTb €T0 Ha KHSDKHE BOJIKOHCKON — JIy4lIero U JKeIaTh HEJIb3sl, HO YAACTCA JIU, BEAb CTAPUK
BonkoHckuil KpyTeHeK U JTIOOUT A0Yb. A 4YeM IUI0OX AHATOJIb — KpacaBel U Xopoiuei (hamu-
JHH....

Tak BCTpeuaroTcs 1Ba CTapuKa, CTpamach Ipyr apyra. O4eHb pa3Hble JIIOAH, IOTOMY 4TO
CTapOCTh — €CTECTBEHHOE 3aBEpLICHNE JJIMHHOMN YeI0BEUECKON KU3HM; A 000OMX OHA IOJIHA
coXaJleHHi 00 ymenmned MOJOJOCTH, HO OJUH HAaKOMHJ K CTapOCTH MYJIPOCTb W JyIIEBHBIN
OIBIT, APYTOM pacTpaTHJI BCE — OCTaJaCh OJJHA CYETHOCTh: BIUSHUE B CBETE, JIEHbI'H, 3a00THI,

YHUKEHUSI — BOT U IOE31Ka 3Ta IPO3UT YHU3UTEIIBHBIM OTKa30M, HO HAJ0 €XaTb, CYECTUTHCA
Y TIPUTBOPATHCA. ..
A B noMe BOJIKOHCKMX — BOJIHEHbE: NpHEXal KpacUBbI MONOJoH MykunHa. KHAruus

JInza npuonenach, 1 MaM3ellb bypbeH npubaBuia Kakylo-To JEHTOUKY K CBOEMY Hapsdy, U o0e
OHH OT YHCTOTO CepAla XOTAT IPUHAPAIUTH KHDKHY Mapbio, HO OeIHsKKa Tak Hexoporna!

OTO-TO cTapblii KHA3b MoHMMaeT. OH Bce yBuen: miatbe JIu3wl, JeHTOUKy BypbeH H,
IJIABHOE, «OJIMHOYECTBO CBOECH KHSKHBI B OOIIIEM Pa3roBOPE».

OH pacTui 104Yb, OH €€ YYWJI U BOCIUTHIBAI, OH XOTEJ clejaTh €€ YMHOM, 00pa30BaHHOM
— MOTOMY TaK ¥ CepAWiIcs, KOTJa OHa He MOHUMaa reoMeTpun. Y oH JI00UT ee, BUIHT 3a 3TUM
HEKpPACHUBBIM JIMIIOM €€ OOpOTy W OJaropoJiCTBO; OH-TO 3HAET, KaK OBIBAIOT MPEKPACHHI €e
JYYUCTBIE TJ1a3a, — KTO JOCTOMH 3TOM Iymiu, 3TuX rna3? Yto oHM, 3TH, MOTYT BUJETh B €T O
KHsDKHE? boraTtyro qypHyIiKy? JTa MbICIIb HECTEPIIUMA.

Bcerpa oty TsKeNno oTaaBaTth J04b — TSDKENEH, 4eM Marepu. MaTh BCIIOMHHAET CBOXO
MOJIOJIOCTh M KaK OBl 3aHOBO MEPEKUBAET €€; OTELl BUIUT TOJIBKO CBOIO MOTEPI0 — YXOJHUT, YXO-
JUT J0Yb K 4y’>)KOMY M BCErJa HENPHUIATHOMY MykuuHe. Jlake B XOpOILIEM IOHOIIE HAXOAATCS
HeocnopuMble HeocTtaTku. Ho 3ToT!

«— Y10 %, XOTUTE, MO MMJIBIH, TOCITY>KUTh LIapto U oredecTBY? Bpems BoenHoe. Takomy
MOJIOJIILY CITY>KUTb HAaJ0, CIIY>KUTh HaAo. YTo xk, BO ¢poHTEe?

— Her, kus3pb. [lonk Ham BeicTynui. A s yucmiock. [Ipu yem s ymucmiocs, nama? — o0-
patuics AHaTOJIb CO CMEXOM K OTLLY.

— CnaBHo ciyxuT, cnaBHo. [Ipu ueM s uncirocs! Xa-xa-xa! — 3acmesicst kHA3b Hukomnaii
AHapeeBruY.

N Benp Henb3st BeIrHaTh! IIpsMO cka3aTh: yes3kaiiTe, CKaTEpThIO JOpOra, I03BaTh
Anmnatelya, IpUKa3aTh CHOBA PACUYUCTUTh HAPOUHO 3aKUJIAHHBIA CHEMOM «IIPEIINEKT» — MYCTh
KaTAT BOCBOSICU JOPOTHe rocTu... Hy»HO ciepkuBarbces, TOBOPUTH ¢ KHA3eM Bacumem: «Hto x
THI JTyMaellb... 9YTO 5 €€ JepXKy, He MOry paccrarbes? BooOpaszsar cebe!.. MHe X0oTh 3aBTpal!»
Hy>xHo 3BaTh 10Yb U OOBABIATH €l O MPEIOKEHUH — a OHA €IE U COTIACUTHCS MOXKET, BElb
TOPAOCTH y HEE HET: «IEPBbI BCTPEUHBIN MOKA3aJICs — U OTeI] U Bce 3a0bITO, U OSKUT, KBEPXY
YeIieTcss U XBOCTOM BUHTHUT, U caMa Ha ce0s He moxoxa! Paga 6pocuts otmal»
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«bennas kHs>kHa Mapbsi! — myMaem Mbl B MOJIOJOCTU. — Kak OH ee My4HT, 3JI0M CTapuk!»
W nukto He noxymaet: «benusiil crapuk! KakoBo eMy Bce MOHUMATh U BUAETH, YTO JOUYb TOTOBA
MOJIFOOUTH 3TOT0 AHATOJIS, YK€ MEUTACT O HEM U HAJIEETCs OBITh CYACTIIMBOM — C H U M?!»

Ja, oTel Ha cTpaxke, U OH IyCKaeT B X0 TH000e OpyKHe.

«— W mpexpacHo! — 3akpudan oH. — OH TeOs BO3bMET C NMPHUAAHBIM J1a KCTaTH 3aXBaTUT
mademoiselle Bourienne. Ta OyneT >keHOiA, a THL...

Kus3p octanoBuiics. OH 3aMeTHIT BIIeUaTICHHUE, POU3BEICHHOE 3TUMHU CIIOBaAaMH Ha JI0Yb.
Omna omycTriia ToJIOBy U cOOUpaiach IIaKaTh.

— Hy, ny, myuy, my4y, — cka3ai oH. — [IoMHU 0J1HO, KHSDKHA: 51 JEpXKYCh T€X MPaBUII, YTO
JIEBUIA UMEET TOJIHOE MpaBo BhIOMpaTh. 1 nato tebe cBoOoxy. [ToMHM OHO: OT TBOETO pelie-
HUS 3aBUCUT CUACThE XKU3HU TBOeH. O00 MHE HEYEero rOBOPUTHY.

OHn nepenambiBaeT ceOsi, CBOI BIACTHBIN HpPaB, MOAYUHSSACH UM K€ U30PAHHBIM MIPaBHIIAM,
HO KaK TsDKEJIO 3TO €My, KaK OH YsI3BUM B CBOEil JIIOOBU K fouepu!

Ha stoT pa3 nponecno. OnacHocts MuHoBasia. Kus3p Hukonait AnnpeeBuy He 3HAET, YTO
3aCTaBUJIO 104b OTKa3aTh AHaToJ0. EMy Hen3BecTHO, 4TO ero HameKk Ha bypbeH momyuusn noa-
TBEpKJIEHUE, KHSKHA Mapbsi CBOMMU TJla3aMU BHJIENA, KaK B 3UMHEM caly AHATOIb OOHUMAI
BypbeH, 1 yx HUKaK OH HE MOXET ceOe MpeICTaBUTh, KaKOe POMAaHTHUUECKOE 3/JaHUE BO3ABUTHET
B CBOEM BOOOpaXeHUM ero J04b: «YHero Obl MHE 3TO HHM CTOWJIO, sl CIENAI0 CUacTbe OerHON
Amelie. Ona Tak crpactHo ero Jmo0ut. OHa Tak CTPacTHO packamBaeTcs. S Bce ciaenaro, 4Tod
yCTpoUTh ee Opak ¢ HUM. Exkenu oH He Oorart, sl [aM eil cpecTBa, S MOMPOITY OTIA, TOMPOITY
Anpnpest. Sl Tak Oyay cyacTivBa, KOT/Ia OHa OYJET €ro KEHOI0...)»

Ecnu Ob1 xHsa3p Hukonaii AngpeeBud 3Hai, O 4eM QyMaeT KHsDKHA Mapbsi, OTKa3bIBas
JKEHUXY, OH 3akpuuai obl: «B3mop! Bee B3nop!» — u 611 OBI T1paB.

Ho xoTs oH He 3HaeT MbICiei nodepu, TJIABHOE OH TMOHSUL: JIEBOYKA BBIpOCIA, CTajia
0oraToil HEBECTOMN; OH HAYYHJI €€ T€OMETPHH, BOCTIUTAN T0OpOH M 071aropoIHO#M, HO OT ATOTO e
TOJILKO TpyAHEE OyIeT KuTh. UTO OHA 3HAET O JIOASX, 4TO MOHUMAaeT B ku3Hu? OH, CO CBOUM
CTpEeMJICHHEM cJIeNaTh JeTel MpaBAUBBIMUA U YECTHBIMH, OH caM BOCIIUTAN AHIpest 0€30pyKHBIM
npoTuB KHATHHH JIu3el, a Mapbio — npotuB kHs3s Bacumus. CerogHsi OH )KHUB U yOeper J104b,
a 3aBTpa? A eciu ero yx He Oy/eT, Koraa MpueeT CBaTaThCA eIle OAUH AHATOJb?

W BHOBb OXXUBIIUH, YCWIMBAIOUIUICSA CTPaX 3a 104b OXBAaTUT KHs34. Teneps OH HE OCTa-
BUT €r0 HUKOT/A, A0 CMEPTH, IOTOMY YTO XYK€ BCEro, CTpalllHee BCEro — CO3HAHUE, YTO yKe
HUYEM HE MOXKEITb OMOYb T€M, KOTO JIFOOHII, YTO Thl — KaKOW HH BEIHM Pa3MEPEHHBIN 00pa3
JKU3HU — CTap U OecCuIeH.
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